LET THE MUSIC MOVE YOU
W

elcome to our Quinquennial! The 5th Annual Mountains of Music Homecoming is a notable milestone, and
the events aim to commemorate the occasion in proper style. The theme “Let The Music Move You” promises
emotionally and spiritually moving moments, but also physical movement as we explore the deep-rooted connections
between traditional music and dance. Dance can be a spectator sport, but you’ll have ample opportunity to bust your
moves (shake your booty, get your freak on, whatever you call it) at several events where dance is the main attraction.
Even novices will be able to learn the basic steps for flatfooting, clogging or square dancing for immediate use.
It wasn’t planned, but it seems a guiding hand led us to create a series of concerts that honor some of the most iconic
figures in traditional music; Bill Monroe, Doc Watson, the Stanley Brothers and Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver.
The “Sons of Bluegrass” will feature former Blue Grass Boys who helped Bill Monroe create bluegrass music: banjoist
Butch Robins, fiddlers Billy Baker and Robert Bowlin, guitarist Tom Ewing, and bassist Doug Hutchens. A devotee of
the Monroe style, the Nashville Bluegrass Band’s Mike Compton will channel Bill Monroe on mandolin.
“Remembering Doc” presents Doc’s longtime bassist T. Michael Coleman and guitarist Jack Lawrence, who will be
joined by Doc’s good friends Jeff Little on piano and Wayne Henderson on guitar. Artists and audience members will
share their memories of Doc.
The Stanley Brothers All Star Band features musicians whose careers have been molded by the music of Ralph and
Carter Stanley, including Ralph Stanley II, Junior Sisk, Don Rigsby, Dewey Brown, Tommy Brown, and Randall Hibbitts.
Their renditions of Stanley repertoire favorites are nothing short of electrifying.
The 40th anniversary of Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver is celebrated with an all gospel concert and two bluegrass shows
featuring former Quicksilver members as guests - vocalists Jamie Dailey and Russell Moore, banjoist Terry Baucom,
and fiddler Jim Van Cleve.
HoustonFest, the Henry Reed Memorial Fiddlers Convention, and the Wayne Henderson Festival are all back with
some of the best traditional music to be found anywhere. Concerts by Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out and Balsam
Range; the 2018 International Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) “Entertainers of the Year” at the new Damascus
Old Mill Music Fest; past winners of the Galax Old Fiddlers Convention “Best All Around Performer” award; and
performances by the region’s youth artists will help make this a memorable Homecoming.
Three culinary-based Feastival events will bring together great chefs, food, and master musicians in the historic
communities of Big Stone Gap, Marion, and Christiansburg.
Over 80 cultural events include a floating concert on the lake you can listen to while paddling your canoe; Juneteenth
celebrations commemorating the end of American slavery; a river float ending at your dinner destination; a
community meal celebrating “greasy beans,” and of course, plenty of jam sessions, a Crooked Road staple.
Here’s hoping that the music moves you in wonderful ways, and thanks for being part of the 2019 Homecoming.
The Mountains of Music Homecoming creates excitement in Southwest Virginia every
year as we anticipate the powerful music and community gatherings that showcase our
unique region. The Crooked Road, Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail and its partners across
19 Southwest Virginia counties, 4 cities, and 50 plus towns and communities have put
together an amazing, fun-filled 9 days of music, cultural events and Feastivals.
Let me welcome you to this unique place and premier event where you will find one of
the world’s most celebrated musical traditions being presented in large packed venues
Photo by Amanda Perrigan
and in small intimate settings. Our music has often been called mountain music, and
nowhere is that more evident than in Southwest Virginia. But music isn’t the only thing The Crooked Road area has
to offer. This year’s Homecoming theme, “Let the Music Move You,” showcases many types of traditional dancing.
Traditional dancing has been kept alive by many people who love to Flatfoot, Clog, Square Dance, and other styles of
dancing at family gatherings, schools, competitions and events just like the Mountains of Music Homecoming.
So, come on and enjoy all that Southwest Virginia’s Mountains of Music Homecoming has to offer - the distinct music,
amazing culinary experiences, breathtaking views and, mountain hospitality. Stay for a day or two, or stay for the entire
nine days. Bring your dancing shoes and plan to hit the dance floor. I’m sure you’ll meet old friends and make new ones.
Thank you for coming and I hope you begin planning to make the Mountains of Music Homecoming an annual event
you look forward to year-round.
— Larry Yates, Crooked Road President
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To help you more easily find all there
is to do, the activities are sorted into
three Zones with the pages for each
Zone color-coded at the top – West
Zone (gold), Central Zone (red),
and East Zone (blue). Within each
Zone, the concerts presented by The
Crooked Road are listed first followed
by all the Cultural Events happening
in that Zone. Finally, the concerts
presented by The Crooked Road and
the Cultural Events in each zone are
listed in date order.
The Guide also uses symbols with
each Cultural Events listing to
identify the type of event such as jam
session, outdoor event, dance event,
etc. The symbols are identified at
the beginning of the Cultural Event
listings in each Zone.
For the computer experts out there,
the Homecoming website - www.
mtnsofmusic.com - has a schedule of
all activities that you can search by
day, town, zone, and type of event.
Happy searching!

2019 concert schedule
west zone
Date

Artists

June 7 & 8

June 7 & 8
June 8

central zone

east zone

City/Town

Venue

Shenandoah, Dailey & Vincent, Hogslop
Galax
HoustonFest
String Band, Dori Freeman, Loose Strings			
Band, Wayne Henderson & Virginia
Luthiers, Sideline, many more
Balsam Range, Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out
Damascus
and more		

June 8

“Roaring Into the Twenties,” Feastival with
Marion
“Kickin’ It” - The Appalachian Dance Revue		
			
June 9
Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver
Meadows of Dan
			
“Remembering Doc” - T. Michael Coleman,
Blacksburg
Wayne Henderson, Jack Lawrence, Jeff		
Little

June 10

Galax Old Fiddler’s Convention - “Best All
Around Performers”

June 10

June 11

Fri 12 PM - 10:30 PM
Sat 10 AM to 10:30 PM

Damascus Old Mill Music
Fri 4- 10 PM
Fest at Damascus Old Mill Inn Sat 2 - 10 PM		

Cube Dance led by the Hoorah Cloggers
Blacksburg
with caller LP Kelly & the Happy Hollow		
String Band

June 9

Time

Critz

Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver with special
Cedar Bluff
guests Jamie Dailey, Terry Baucom and		
Jim Van Cleve

The Cube at the Moss Arts
Center at Virginia Tech

2:00 PM

Wayne Henderson School,
General Francis Marion
Hotel, Lincoln Theatre

5:00 PM
(Concert at
8:00 PM)

Slate Mt. Evangelical
Presbyterian Church

3:30 PM

Moss Arts Center at Virginia
Tech

7:30 PM

Reynolds Homestead

7:30 PM

King Community Center at
SWCC

7:30 PM

“Feast & Frolic at the Farm” Feastival - The Blacksburg Christiansburg
Sinkland Farms
Square Dance with Indian Run String Band and 			
caller Phil Louer			

June 11

Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver with special
guests Jamie Dailey, Russell Moore and
Jim Van Cleve

Norton

June 11

Carson Peters & Presley Barker with Ben
Emory
Marshall, Austin Tate, and Clay Russell		

June 13

Stanley Brothers All Star Band - Dewey
Brown, Tommy Brown, Randall Hibbitts,
Don Rigsby, Junior Sisk, Ralph Stanley II

June 13

5:30 PM
(Dance at 		
8:00 PM)

Country Cabin II

7:30 PM

McGlothlin Center for the
Arts at Emory & Henry College

7:30 PM

Floyd

Floyd Country Store

7:30 PM

The Steel Wheels

St. Paul

Western Front Hotel

7:00 PM

June 14

Bill Monroe’s “Sons of Bluegrass” - Billy
Baker, Mike Compton, Tom Ewing, Doug
Hutchens, Butch Robins, Robert Bowlin

Galax

Blue Ridge Music Center

7:00 PM

June 14

Whitetop Mountain Band,
Little Stony Nighthawks

Galax

June 14

Wolfe Bros. String Band, Empty Bottle
String Band, Center Stage Cloggers

Coeburn

Rex Theater - Blue Ridge
7:00 PM
Backroads, WBRF Live Radio Show
Lays Hardware

7:00 PM

June 15

Bill Monroe’s “Sons of Bluegrass” - Billy
Rocky Mount
Baker, Mike Compton, Tom Ewing, Doug		
Hutchens, Butch Robins, Robert Bowlin

Harvester Performance
Center

7:30 PM

June 15

“Tales, Trails, and Tunes”, Feastival with
Big Stone Gap
Square Dance by caller Tyler Hughes and 		
the Stone Mountain Serenaders		

John Fox Jr. House,
Southwest Virginia Museum,
Big Stone Gap Visitors Center

5:00 PM
(Dance at
8:00 PM)

June 7-15, 2019 • 4

Thanks to our 2019 sponsors

David & Judie
Reemsnyder
Truth. Accuracy. Fairness.
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Karen Sorber
and Kelly Rock
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Focus One Integrated Financial Planning

The Inn at Wise
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Electric Hardwoods
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SWCC Educational Foundation
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Yvonne Apol & Bill Kornrich
Jim Baldwin
Mike & Susan Brown
Todd Christensen
Walt and Janet Crickmer
Anthony & Laurie Flaccavento

Shirley Henderson
Jack Hinshelwood
Mary Ann Hinshelwood
Jeff Mathis
Charlie McConnell
Larry & Janet Mullins

Patrick County Tourism
Jan Reeves
George Smith, GR Smith Realty
Jack and Susan Starnes
Gerald Via
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Go tell it on the mountain
By Adriana Trigiani

I

’d like to take you back to a summer afternoon
in the early 1970’s in Big Stone Gap, Virginia. My
hometown hosted an annual spiritual musical jam called
The Singing Convention where gospel and church
singing groups gathered for an all-day concert in
Bullitt Park. Families from all over southwest Virginia,
the Cumberland Gap, east Tennessee, West Virginia,
Kentucky and North Carolina, traveled by car, with
picnic baskets of fried chicken and fixings and coolers
of sweet tea, packed the park to overflowing to listen to
the music.

The mountain air filled with the high lonesome sound,
shrill harmonies that cut through the sultry heat,
followed by the muffled voice of the emcee, on a
microphone, a preacher, no doubt, introducing the
next act, and so it would go, until night fell. I was in
Benge’s Gap. Photo by Michael Wampler
my room, in the old Goodloe house, on the hill above
the park, reading. The music underscored the book I had checked out of the Wise County Library off of the
bookmobile. I had a stack of them to get me through the week. I remember the heat, the lush scent of the green
foliage combined with the lemon polish my mother used on the wooden window sills. And of course, I remember
the music.
It would be impossible to be Appalachian, or to have the Appalachian experience without music. Music defines
our people, and with just a little digging, draws the map of our immigration, migration, sojourn and soul journey
to America. The sound I heard that summer day, had its roots in Scotland, Wales, England, Ireland and Africa,
a glorious mix of cultures and continents. The early artists created a sumptuous musical sound using specific
instruments, particular composition, biographical storytelling and vocal harmonies which, when blended, gave
birth to bluegrass, a uniquely American genre of music.
But before the grass turned blue in the 1940’s, seeded and planted with verve by artists including Bill Monroe
and the mighty Stanley Brothers among others, there were the Bristol Sessions of 1927. It was called Hillbilly
music then, performed by gold standard groups like the Carter Family out of Hiltons, Virginia.
The swervy stripe of mountains from New York to southern Georgia were rich with coal, lumber, flora, fauna and
medicinal herbs, whose benefits were taught to the new settlers by the native Americans. There were farms,
rivers, clean streams and waterfalls, up and down America’s rainforest, populated by folks who would die for
the land, and whose handshake was their bond. Their music carried narratives of great daring and adventure,
the tales of courageous runaway slaves, of those still in bondage, hymns of spiritual redemption, ballads of lost
love and story songs of Momma’s indomitable strength which shored up Pap’s courage to go down into the coal
mine. The people that lived in the hills and hollows were the consumers and connoisseurs of the hillbilly sound,
instantly identifiable by its sweep, twang and subject matter.
Hard work, hard loving and deep grief were something they lived, so they were compelled to sing along these
themes. Faith, sin, penance and salvation were the domain of the spirituals, but they weren’t just for church.
Religious records flew off the shelves with the popular ones. Redemption was not reserved for Sunday mornings
in Appalachia.

7 • mtnsofmusic.com

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA MUSIC

There was room for all of the Appalachian experience in the music, the darkness and the light. Themes of survival
gave foot stomping up tempo tunes a place on the roster, and inevitable loss gave ballads their moment in the
sun. Music was also a way to share news: the truth behind a mining disaster, a flood or the crime committed by a
jealous lover who lost his temper. Songs were often written to remember the details of what had happened. And
that right there, was how history was often written.
Musicians played the mandolin, auto-harp, dulcimer, fiddle and harmonica. The African Americans brought the
banjo, the additional strings giving the music its rich, melodic twang. The vocals, once added, had a clean, clear
quality, often sung in a high register, as if to call someone home from a distance across a field or mountain ridge.
Racial boundaries dissolved in the mountains when it came to the music. In my hometown, when segregation
was a way of life, there was a mixed band. Smith “Smitty” Carson led a band with three white musicians and two
black musicians, unheard of at the time. They were popular and played throughout the south. Social constructs
and racism took a backseat to the art form. Consumers didn’t know if they were buying music recorded by black
or white artists - when it came to mountain music, they couldn’t much tell.
By the time my family moved to Big Stone Gap, there were many ways to be part of the community’s creative
life. The Trail of the Lonesome Pine Outdoor Drama was a musical and used local talent. David Tipton’s legendary
band direction at Powell Valley High School, and his performance/dance band that played through the area were
revered. There were concerts, traveling shows, plays, and the annual musical from the Big Stone Gap Music Study
Club. When I think of home, I hear music.
When I began working, I brought the music with me. I had the great honor of working for Dolly Parton on a project
she had written in 1994. I remembered watching her on the Cas Walker Show when she was starting out. Typical
of great artists, she has not changed from the young woman she was when she began. She is a brilliant songwriter,
spectacular performer, with deep roots in the mountains. Her songs are about the Appalachian experience, hers of
course, by way of Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. Her high lonesome sound makes us all feel less so.
When it came time to make the film adaptation of Big Stone Gap, the novel, I turned to John Leventhal to
compose the score. His wife, Rosanne Cash, provided some of the elegiac ballads including Barbara Allen.
We went to the pantheon of the greats to celebrate the Appalachian sound, so Ralph Stanley and the Clinch
Mountain Boys, Papa Joe Smiddy and the Reedy Creek Boys, If Birds Could Fly, and my very own brother Michael
Trigiani, are featured on the soundtrack.

Photo by Tim Stephenson

When you grow up in the mountains, it seems music underscores every story, and when it doesn’t, it becomes
the narrative itself. The songs carried the hopes, and aspirations of the folks I grew up with and also the pain.
Some of my friends couldn’t cope, and left this world too soon, consumed by the weariness of it. It’s the light
and the dark, it’s the high and the lonesome, it’s the disparate aspects of living that are reflected in the music.
The songs can lift us or have us take pause. The struggle of living, such as it is, remains. That there is the
conundrum and the heart of being Appalachian. It’s the balance between hope and despair. It’s right there in the
music. I heard it in my bedroom window that summer day when I was girl. All I had to do was listen and look. As
the sun slipped behind the mountain that day, it turned the sky the color of a ripe peach. I was surrounded by
the shimmering beauty of a place I treasure.
Beloved by millions of readers around the world for her
“dazzling” novels (USA Today), Adriana Trigiani is the New
York Times bestselling author of eighteen books in fiction
and nonfiction. She is published in 36 countries around
the world. Trigiani is also an award-winning playwright,
filmmaker and television writer/producer.
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Photo by Jonathan Romeo
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Editorial Content
Mary Ann Hinshelwood,
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THE CROOKED ROAD
The Crooked Road is a 330mile driving route through the
scenic mountains of Southwest
Virginia that connects nine major
heritage music venues and over
50 traditional music jams, festivals
and concerts. Settlers to the region
brought the African banjo and the
European fiddle, and their sounds
have been echoing across these
mountains for generations.
For more information about
Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail, call
(276) 492-2409, email
info@thecrookedroad.org or visit
www.thecrookedroad.org
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Buying Tickets
Tickets for Crooked Road
concerts may be purchased
online at mtnsofmusic.com,
at the door on the day of the
concert (unless sold out), and
at local ticket outlets listed
below. Tickets are general
admission. Advance tickets to
some concerts are available
through May 31, 2019.

Local Ticket Outlet

Photo by Jennifer Meade

Street Address

Telephone #

WEST ZONE
Big Stone Gap Visitors Center ...................... 306 Wood Ave., E, Big Stone Gap, VA 24219 ............................................(276)
Damascus Old Mill Inn ...................................... 215 West Imboden St., Damascus, VA 24236 ............................................(276)
Haysi Supply ........................................................ 297 Main St., Haysi, VA 24256 .........................................................................(276)
Southwest Virginia Cultural
Center & Marketplace ....................................... One Heartwood Cir., Abingdon, VA 24210 .................................................(276)
Lee County Tourism Office.............................. 33640 Main St., Ste. 206, Jonesville, VA 24263 .......................................(276)
Natural Tunnel State Park................................ 1420 Natural Tunnel Pkwy., Duffield, VA 24244 .......................................(276)
Western Front Hotel.......................................... 3025 4th Ave, St Paul, VA 24283 ...................................................................(276)
Wise County Chamber of Commerce......... 765 Park Ave., SW, Norton, VA 24273...........................................................(276)

523-2303
475-3745
865-4845
492-2400
346-7766
940-2674
738-3040
679-0961

CENTRAL ZONE
Appalachian Arts Center.................................. 2157 Steelsburg Hwy. Cedar Bluff, VA 24609 ............................................(276)
Galax Visitors Center......................................... 110 E Grayson St., Galax, VA 24333 ...............................................................(276)
Lincoln Theatre.................................................... 117 E Main St., Marion, VA 24354.....................................................................(276)
E. Lee Trinkle Regional Visitors Center....... 975 Tazewell St., Wytheville, VA 24382 .......................................................(276)
King Community Center................................... SWCC, 724 Community College Rd, Cedar Bluff, VA 24609................(276)

596-9188
238-8130
783-6092
223-3360
964-7351

EAST ZONE
Floyd County Tourism Office ........................ 109 East Main St., Floyd, VA 24091 ...............................................................(540) 745-4407
Giles County Visitors Center........................... 203 N Main St, Pearisburg, VA 24134............................................................(540) 921-2079
Montgomery Museum of
Art and History.................................................... 300 S. Pepper St., Christiansburg, VA 24073.............................................(540) 382-5644
Radford Visitor Center
inside Glencoe Museum.................................... 600 Unruh Dr., Radford, VA 24141...................................................................(540) 267-3153
Reynolds Homestead......................................... 463 Homestead Lane, Critz, VA 24082........................................................(276) 694-7181
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homecoming overview
Welcome to Southwest Virginia and The Crooked Road’s 5th Annual Mountains of
Music Homecoming (MoMH). We’re excited to be in our fifth year and want you
to enjoy discovering what lies around each bend of The Crooked Road. Let’s start
with some travel related information that may help.

The Crooked Road
West Zone
Central Zone

WEST

central

east

East Zone

the pages in this program guide are organized by these three zone colors.
These colors appear in a strip at the top of the pages that contain the events for that zone.

Photo by Jack Hinshelwood

The Region
At 8,600 square miles, Southwest Virginia is about the
same size as New Jersey and includes 19 counties, 4
cities, and over 50 towns. The region has some incredibly
beautiful mountain and valley landscapes and includes
the two highest mountains in Virginia, Mount Rogers

(elev. 5,729 ft.) and Whitetop Mountain
(elev. 5,518 ft.). Southwest Virginia
actually encompasses two mountain
ranges — the Cumberland mountains to
the west, and the Blue Ridge mountains
in the region’s eastern half. In between
is the wide valley that cradles Virginia’s
historic Wilderness Road.
The oaks and maples display beautiful
red and orange leaves in the fall, and
the region has snow most winters.
Everyone delights when the pale green
hue of spring returns, denoting that
summer is right around the corner.
Typical temperatures in June are 70 to
90 degrees during the day, dropping
to a range of 45 to 65 degrees at night.
Temperatures are lower at the higher
elevations. Have a jacket handy for any
outdoor activities after dark.
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Travel Information
There are a number of sources of travel information for Southwest Virginia. The Southwest Virginia website
(myswva.org) offers a wealth of information on all aspects of Southwest Virginia’s cultural offerings and things to see
and do. From shopping to golfing to hiking, the Virginia state tourism website is a comprehensive source of useful
travel information (virginia.org). Travel information can also be obtained from the two regional tourism agencies
in Southwest Virginia, the Heart of Appalachia (heartofappalachia.com) and the Blue Ridge Travel Association
(virginiablueridge.org). For all the traditional music activities, be sure to reference The Crooked Road website
(thecrookedroad.org). The local tourism offices listed on page 10 are a great source for travel information via their
websites or by telephone.

Airports
A number of regional, national, and international airports provide access to The Crooked Road region. The
closest ones are Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport (ROA), Tri-Cities Regional Airport (TRI) in Blountville, TN,
and Piedmont Triad International Airport (PTI) in Greensboro, NC. Additional major airports include CharlotteDouglas International Airport (CLT), and three Washington DC airports including Reagan National (DCA), Dulles
International (IAD), and Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI).

Driving
Two interstate highways (I-81 and I-77), transect Southwest Virginia, as well as several 4-lane US highways. You’ll also
be traveling some of our beautiful, mountainous backroads, and cell phone and GPS services can be spotty. For that
reason, we strongly recommend that you carry a current Virginia State Transportation map with you. Those maps and
lots of good friendly travel advice are available at all of the Virginia Welcome Centers on the interstates. Or you can
order a Virginia State Transportation map from virginiadot.org/travel/maporder.asp.

Lodging
If you’re looking for lodging, you’ll find popular chain hotels along the interstates and in our larger cities and towns.
With a little research on the web, you’ll also find charming B&Bs and smaller independent hotels. One of the best
overall lodging resources is the Virginia Tourism website at virginia.org/PlacesToStay. The local tourism offices on
page 10 can provide great recommendations on lodging opportunities in their locality.

rv info and camping
Southwest Virginia is an outdoor mecca with a good selection of camping facilities for recreational vehicles including
several of Virginia’s award-winning State Parks (www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks). RV Park Reviews
(www.rvparkreviews.com) is an excellent source for information on camping facilities in the area, and its interactive
map allows camping facilities to be easily located.

Dining
Dining opportunities also abound, and you’ll find many places that emphasize seasonal and local fare. The
Appalachian Regional Commission’s Bon Appetit Appalachia website is an excellent resource (visitappalachia.com/
bonappetitappalachia). Dining options are also found on the Virginia Tourism website (virginia.org/directory/dining).
Once again, the local tourism offices on page 10 are a valuable resource and can provide great recommendations on
dining opportunities.

If you don’t find what you’re looking for with these sources, just ask the locals. They can lead you to
some real gems. Or call or email us at (276) 492-2409, info@thecrookedroad.org. Have fun!
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Travel Assistance
All along the Crooked Road, Southwest Virginia’s unique communities feature a host of
accommodation options — from charming country inns to sprawling campgrounds and cabins that
line the blue waters of a mountain lake. A smorgasbord of lip smackin’ good food awaits, whether
traditional barbecue, chicken and dumplins’, sausage biscuits and gravy, or fine dining featuring the
haute cuisine from the kitchens of Appalachia’s best chefs.
You’re warmly invited to come stay with us awhile and sample all the treats that The Crooked Road
region offers. Just visit any of the websites below to discover a whole new world of wonderful
choices or call to talk with a local tourism representative who knows all the best choices.
Y’all come!

locality

Website

telephone #

WEST ZONE
Abingdon CVB...............................................visitabingdonvirginia.com........................................................276 676-2282
Bristol CVB......................................................discoverbristol.org......................................................................423 989-4850
Buchanan County.........................................buchanancountytourism.com/tourism.html.......................276 935-6508
City of Norton................................................nortonva.gov.................................................................................276 679-1160
Dickenson County........................................dickensonva.org or dickensonchamber.net........................276 926-6074
Lee County......................................................ilovelee.org.....................................................................................276 346-4629
Russell County...............................................experiencerussell.com................................................................276 254-0745
Scott County..................................................explorescottcountyva.org.........................................................276 386-6521
Town of Haysi.................................................haysivirginia.gov or dickensonva.org....................................276 345-2052
Wise County...................................................visitwisecounty.com...................................................................276 328-2321
CENTRAL ZONE
Bland County..................................................blandcountyva.gov......................................................................276 688-4622
Carroll County................................................pickplaystay.com.........................................................................276 730-3100
City of Galax...................................................visitgalax.com...............................................................................276 238-8130
Grayson County.............................................graysoncountyva.gov.................................................................276 773-2000
Smyth County................................................visitvirginiamountains.com......................................................276 646-3306
Tazewell County............................................visittazewellcounty.org..............................................................800 588-9401
Town of Marion..............................................marionva.org.................................................................................276-378-5026
Wytheville CVB..............................................visitwytheville.com......................................................................276 223-3355
EAST ZONE
City of Radford..............................................visitradford.com...........................................................................540 267-3153
Floyd County..................................................visitfloydva.com...........................................................................540 745-4407
Franklin County.............................................visitfranklincountyva.org...........................................................540 483-3030
Giles County...................................................virginiasmtnplayground.com...................................................540 921-2079
Montgomery County, Blacksburg,
Christiansburg Regional Tourism............gotomontva.com.........................................................................540 394-4470
Patrick County...............................................visitpatrickcounty.org................................................................276 694-6094
Pulaski County...............................................pulaskivatourism.org..................................................................540 674-1991
Town of Boones Mill.....................................townofboonesmill.org................................................................540 334-5404
Town of Rocky Mount..................................rockymountva.org.......................................................................540 483-7660
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cREATING COMMUNITY THROUGH DANCE
By Susan Spalding

S

miling couples join hands in a circle, creating a welcoming
community as they connect and re-connect in everchanging figures. Groups of people flatfoot or clog together
as if having a conversation in movement and sound,
accenting the tunes played by fiddle, guitar and banjo –
live music is a must! Some dances have been going on for
decades – at the Blacksburg Square Dance, at the Carter
Family Fold where clogging is king, and at the Floyd Country
Store, where musicians gather to jam, and visitors just can’t
help getting up to dance. And some, like some recent dances
in Dungannon, began in the last few years. Wherever people
do this kind of dancing, they seem to unite in a special kind
of harmony.

The Old Breakdown, Martinsville, VA 1978. Courtesy of the Blue
Ridge Institute’s Heritage Archive at Ferrum College.

Appalachian traditional dance has a rich history. It evolved
from country dances, jigs, reels, cotillions, and play parties
popular during the 1800s and enjoyed by the European American and African American migrants who came to
the mountains from parts east and north. These newcomers shared dances with the local indigenous people who
were their neighbors, and by the turn of the twentieth century, square dancing and flatfooting had become the
main form of entertainment. A story from the African American communities in Patrick and Henry counties is
typical of places all over Southwest Virginia during this period. Square dancing (or the Old Virginia Breakdown
as they called it there) was held on Saturdays, one week in one family’s home and the next in another. Fiddler
Leonard Bowles said, “The dances would start about dusk. We walked to people’s houses - sometimes a few
miles - and danced all night long. They’d take the furniture out of the living room. Next morning, they’d cook
breakfast and we’d help clean up and put it all back.”
During the course of the twentieth century old time dancing has changed, as people have chosen to incorporate
new kinds of movement into it. Hundreds of European immigrants came to the coalfields, bringing the polka,
czardas, and waltz, and inviting their neighbors to dance with them at their annual Grape Harvest Festivals.
Thousands of African American southerners also came to the coalfields, bringing popular dances like the
Charleston and Lindy Hop. People of all backgrounds flocked to the tea rooms and sweet shops in the black
sections of towns, and to performances of big-name bands from Cab Calloway to Fats Domino, to learn the new
and exciting dances. Over time they added bits of all these dances to their own square dancing and flatfooting.
Every community developed its own style and form for old time dancing. In the 1990s, at the Chilhowie Lions’
club, people enjoyed square dancing with lots of different figures in each dance, so that there was always an
element of surprise. In Fancy Gap at the same time, couples made a point of dancing with lots of other couples,
doing the same figure over and over again, and then ended the dance by promenading down the hall and around
it in long lines of couples, sometimes changing partners. And in Dante at that time people did a couple dance
using a step that combined clogging and the Charleston.
Square dancing and flatfooting ebb and flow in popularity. They were the latest craze in the early 1900s, faded
some around World War II, became widespread again with the folk revival during the 1960s, 70s, and 80s, and
then began to wane again. These dances have long been part of festivals like Home Crafts Days at Mountain
Empire Community College. Emily Spencer has for many years taught Mount Rogers school children traditional
Appalachian dance and the string band music that accompanies it. Tyler Hughes of Big Stone Gap can be
found from time to time leading square dancing at the town Visitors’ Center, at the Dungannon Depot, and at
the Birthplace of Country Music in Bristol. The next generation of old time musicians and dancers is learning
skills and having fun at the Mountain Music School in Big Stone Gap and with Junior Appalachian Musicians in
Independence.
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Photo by Sharon Ruble

Today, across the country, people of all ages are turning
to square dancing and flatfooting because they say
it gives them a feeling of “homeplace,” of belonging,
that is welcoming and inclusive. Years ago caller Clifton
Caudill expressed a similar sentiment: “There’s more to
it than just doing the figures … It seems that when the
music starts and everybody starts circling the dance,
it just seems to pull people together. Something about
it just makes everybody feel closer. It’s community
through square dancing, I guess.”
Susan Eike Spalding has been
dancing and documenting dance
in the Appalachian region for more
than 30 years. She has served
on planning committees for the
Smithsonian Folklife Festival
and for the Kentucky Folklife
Festival. Her video documentary
in collaboration with Appalshop, Step Back Cindy: Old
Time Dancing in Southwest Virginia, was supported by
the Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, and her book
Appalachian Dance: Creativity and Continuity in Six
Communities won the Appalachian Studies Association’s
Weatherford Award for Non-fiction in 2014.
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Crooked road merchandise
A Treasury of American Music is comprised of ancient ballads, hard-driving bluegrass and everything in
between from 50 of Southwest Virginia’s best musicians. Ralph Stanley, Blue Highway, Lonesome River Band,
and 47 more.
A Century of Heritage Guitar Music is a two-disc compilation of current and historical guitar music from The
Crooked Road including Mother Maybelle, Lesley Riddle, Wayne Henderson, Ralph Stanley II, and many more.
Each year The Crooked Road produces the Live Concert Recordings of the best performances from the
previous year’s Mountains of Music Homecoming. Bluegrass Unlimited called the 2015 Live Concert Recordings
“a must have” for roots music lovers. Tracks by Doyle Lawson & Quicksilver, Wyatt Rice, Dori Freeman,
Amythyst Kiah, Seldom Scene, Blue Highway, Ralph Stanley II and more.
Crooked Road CDs are available online at www.cdbaby.com. Mountains of Music Homecoming T-shirts and
Crooked Road hats are available at Homecoming concerts or by calling 276-492-2409.
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A GREAT HONOR

U.S. Rep. Grifﬁth presents
Abingdon High senior with
bronze Congressional Award
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2010 Pulitzer Prize for Community Service

City labels storm ‘once-in-10-years ﬂood’
Bristol doused with 2.31 inches of rain over four-hour period
BY LEIF GREISS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — The latenight storms that hit the Bristol
area Saturday caused a level
of ﬂooding that happens only
once in 10 years, according to a
city ofﬁcial.
City engineer Wallace McCulloch said the storm is the
kind that only has a 10 percent chance of occurring in a
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/MICHAEL MORRISON given year, making it a onceMichael Morrison’s home on Dunlap Street in Bristol, in-10-years ﬂood. Bristol reVirginia, was ﬂooded by heavy rains Saturday.
ceived 2.31 inches of rain over

Code Awareness Week

a four-hour period.
The Bristol Virginia Fire Department received 17 calls Saturday and responded to ﬂooding along Brookdale Circle and
King Mill Pike. However, there
was ﬂooding in other areas too,
including in one of the Herald
Courier’s parking lots.
In some cases, emergency responders were out until 3 a.m.
Sunday.
City Manager Randall Eads
said he was not aware of injuries,
and there was no information

available on how much property damage occurred. Eads also
said he wasn’t aware of any families who were displaced and
needed assistance.
While the amount of property
damage is unknown, the ﬂood’s
effects were visible in the area
around King Mill Pike.
Michael Morrison, who lives
along Dunlap Street, said a door
to a storage shed was ripped off
its hinge, and family heirlooms
and keepsakes were lost or irreparably damaged, including

his baby clothes and other items
that belonged to his mother and
grandfather. Morrison said he
needed have the shed torn down
because of water damage.
He said he thought the ﬂood
was one of the worst he had
seen come from Beaver Creek,
which runs along King Mill
Pike. Many of his neighbors
had their basements ﬂooded or
had their properties damaged
as well, he said.

See FLOOD, Page A3

WASHINGTON COUNTY BUSINESS CHALLENGE

Bristol, Va., to
step up code
enforcement
BY NICK SHEPHERD

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BRISTOL, Va. — Property owners in Bristol, Virginia,
who have been lax on lawn maintenance and property
upkeep may get a visit from city employees this week.
The city is holding its
Code Awareness
More information ﬁrst
Week starting today
» What: Code
and running through
Awareness Week in
Friday. Staff from variBristol, Virginia
ous departments with» When: Today through
in the city — including
Friday
the Department of
» Why: To better enforce
Community Developcode violations
ment, the Department
» What qualiﬁes:
of PublicWorks and the
Overgrown lawns and
Ofﬁce of City Manager
vegetation, junk in yard
— will roam neighborand right-of-way, litter
hoods around the city
on sidewalks or streets,
to identify code cominoperable vehicles,
pliance issues.
occupied RVs and unsafe
“It’s been an ongoor unsanitary structures.
ing issue with us,”
» To report: Members
said Nicole Storm,
of the public can get
executive assistant to
involved by reporting code
City Manager Randy
enforcement concerns.
Eads. “How can we
An online City Help Desk
get people to keep up
can be accessed through
with their properties
the city’s website at
and keep their neighbristolva.org/270/
bors happy?”
report-a-concern---CityStorm said the city
Helpdesk.
has not had a code
enforcement ofﬁcer
all summer. The event was designed to help the city
push to enforce code violations, she said.
Those found violating codes will be issued a preliminary courtesy notice for the following issues:
» Grass and overgrown vegetation of more than 1
foot in height;
» Dilapidated furniture, appliances, machinery,
equipment, building materials, automobile parts
and tires placed on the right of way or in yards;

See CODE, Page A2

Hitting new
heights
CAROLYN WILSON/SPECIAL TO THE BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Abingdon business owner Steven Harris stands in his new Main Street ofﬁce in front of a print of a famous photograph taken by
Charles C. Ebbets, who captured New York men eating lunch on a skyscraper cross beam in the Rockefeller Plaza in 1932.

Abingdon steel ﬁrm moves to Main Street after owner wins challenge

A

SPECIAL TO THE BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

BINGDON, Va. — With no
college education and having worked as a second-shift
welder, Steven Harris likely
considered himself a country boy from
Southwest Virginia.
Then he became a winner last year of the
Washington County Business Challenge.
“When I left to go out on my own, I
didn’t know if I would sink or swim,”
said the 41-year-old Abingdon businessman, who, in 2016, started Appalachian
Drafting, a structural steel and miscellaneous steel detailing ﬁrm.
The one thing Harris did have when
he started working at age 16 — as a dish-

Thank you,
Jean Harley,
for subscribing
to the Bristol
Herald Courier.

84/68
Weather » A10

BY CAROLYN WILSON

washer in a Richlands restaurant — was
a strong work ethic that he learned from
his coal-mining father and grandfather
and a faith in God that he will tell you
directs his life.
“I believe the Lord has been with me
from the beginning. He has placed people in my life to guide me and help me
along the way even when I didn’t even
know where I was going,” Harris said. “I
am very thankful for the opportunities
the Lord’s given me.”
As a result of being named one of
the top existing business winners in
the challenge, Harris received $5,000
to implement his business strategy
and half-priced rent at the Southwest
Virginia Small Business Incubator in

Abingdon. Just two weeks ago, the business owner moved his drafting business
from the incubator to an ofﬁce on Main
Street in Abingdon.
He used the money to buy work tools
that have allowed him to hire two additional staff members.
Harris said nothing is drawn with
pencil and paper as it was when he
started out 20 years ago. He and his staff
members work on computers with 3D
Building Information Modeling [BIM]
software that gives professionals in the
architecture, engineering and construction ﬁelds the tools to plan, design and
construct buildings and infrastructure.

AGRICULTURE » A7

PUMPKINS & SHEEP
Lee County Extension agent wins
Excellence in Agriculture Award

See BUSINESS, Page A9
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FOREST HILLS MEMORY GARDENS
19415 LEE HIGHWAY – ABINGDON, VA • (276) 623-2717 • foresthillsonline.com

There is no better time to preplan than TODAY!
Act Now and Save…..
$325.00 Off Opening & Closing
$200 Off All Monuments & Markers
$200 Off All Burial Vaults
10% Off Cremation Memorialization in Memorial Grove
(Savings calculated from regular retail pricing. Preneed Sales Only)
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the crooked road major venues
The Major Venues are the shining stars of The Crooked Road and carry a
special historical or cultural significance for the region’s music heritage. Here
are the year-round schedules for the Major Venues where you can enjoy live
music, museum exhibits, jam sessions, radio shows, festivals and more.

Birthplace of Country Music Museum

Carter Family Fold

520 Birthplace of Country Music Way
Bristol, VA 24201
(423) 573-1927
birthplaceofcountrymusic.org
bristolrhythm.com

The Carter Family Memorial Music Center, Inc
3449 AP Carter Hwy.,
Hiltons, VA 24258
(276) 386-6054 (recorded info.)
(276) 594-0676
carterfamilyfold.org

Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-6:00 & Sunday 1:00-5:00
Concerts & Events - Call or check website
3rd Weekend in Sept. (Bristol Rhythm & Roots Reunion)

Blue Ridge Institute & Museum at
Ferrum College
20 Museum Drive,
Ferrum, VA 24088
(540) 365-4412
blueridgeinstitute.org
4th Sat in Oct (Folklife Fest)
4th weekend in May (Dulcimer Fest)
Museum Gallery & Farm Museum - Check website

7:30 PM Sat Concerts (concert videos available thru www.
carterfoldshow.com)
Saturday 6:00 PM Museum & Cabin Open.
Carter Family Memorial Festival & Craft Show1st weekend of August

Country Cabin II
6034 Kent Junction Rd.,
Norton, VA 24273
(276) 679-3541
countrycabinmusic.com
Sat 7:30 PM Old Time & Bluegrass Concerts & Dancing
Sept: Dock Boggs & Kate Peters Sturgill Festival

Blue Ridge Music Center

FLOYD COUNTRY STORE & COUNTY SALES

Blue Ridge Parkway Milepost 213.
700 Foothills Road
Galax, VA 24333
(276) 236-5309
blueridgemusiccenter.org

206 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24091
(540) 745-4563
floydcountrystore.com

Open May - October.
Mid Day Mt. Music (local & regional traditional musicians)
perform daily Noon to 4:00 PM (with facilitated Jam on
Fri & Sun)
Weekend Concerts - Check website.
Museum Mon-Sun (7 days a week) 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Fri 6:30 PM to 10:30 PM Friday Night Jamboree
Sat 12:00 PM to 3:00 PM Americana Afternoons
Sun Old Time Jam 1:30 - 3:30 PM, Bluegrass Jam
4:00 - 6:00 PM
Sept. to May, 1st Sat, Floyd Radio Show 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM
Store Hours - Check Website.
Please call for bus tours, large groups, or special programs.

Galax Old Fiddler’s Convention
CALLING IN ADVANCE is recommended
to verify admissions fees and for event
updates for all venues.

Felts Park
601 S. Main St.
Galax, VA 24333
276-236-8541
oldfiddlersconvention.com
Aug. 5-10, 2019 (Always Mon - 2nd Sat in Aug)
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Southwest Virginia cultural center
& marketplace
One Heartwood Circle,
Abingdon, VA 24210
(276) 492-2400
swvaculturalcenter.com
1st, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Thu Old Time & Bluegrass Open Jam
6:30 PM,
2nd Thu – Youth Concerts 6:30 PM
2nd Sat in May Crooked Road Youth Music Festival
Open Mon-Wed 11AM-7PM, Thu 11AM-9PM,
Fri-Sat 11AM-7PM, Sun 11AM-3PM

Ralph Stanley Museum & Traditional
Mountain Music Center
249 Main Street,
Clintwood, VA 24228
(276) 926-8550 or (276) 926-5591
ralphstanleymuseum.com
Mon-Sat 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. from
March 15 – November 30.
Please call for bus tours, large groups, or off season tours.

Rex Theater
113 E. Grayson St.,
Galax, VA 24333
(276) 238-8130
rextheatergalax.com
Fri 7:00 PM Live Concert & Radio Show (online at
blueridgecountry98.com)
Other concerts - check website

interpretation services
If requested at least 21 days in advance of a
performance, signing interpretation services at
Crooked Road concerts can be provided for the
deaf and hard of hearing. If requested less than
21 days prior to a performance, The Crooked
Road cannot guarantee such services can be
provided, but will make every attempt to do so.
To request signing services, call The Crooked
Road at (276) 492-2409 or email us at admin@
thecrookedroad.org.

Itineraries for the perfect trip
VISIT MTNSOFMUSIC.COM TO VIEW SAMPLE ITINERARIES FOR EACH ZONE
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Where to dance
Which came first, the dancing or the music? It’s a fun
chicken and egg question, but people along The Crooked
Road have been doing both for longer than anyone can
remember. This has given rise to places where dancing
is an essential part of the visitor experience. Here’s your
quick guide to some of the best places in the region to
watch, sway along, or get up and burn shoe leather.

Photo by Tom Fitzsimmons

Being one of the most important locations for traditional
music in America is just one reason people go to the
Carter Family Fold, but the floor in front of the stage is a
great open space designed with the dancers in mind. The
Carter Fold also books the bands that know how to lay
down the rhythm that the dancers love.

The dance scene at the Floyd Country Store’s Friday Night Jamboree attracts people from all over the world.
A steady roster of great old time dance bands keeps the hardcore dancers on the floor so thick it’s hard to see
the band sometimes.
The Rex Theater hosts Blue Ridge Backroads, an old time and bluegrass concert series every Friday night
which is broadcast live on WBRF radio and streamed worldwide on the internet. The Rex also knows the key
is having the bands that have the special drive and rhythm that keeps the dancers on the floor in front of the
stage.
The Country Cabin has dancing to live music on Saturday nights and to encourage participation, they have
frequent dance lessons at the Cabin during the week.
Lays Hardware is a downhome welcoming venue that has a great wood floor perfect for the dance. Every
Thursday night the musicians at the open jam break out the two-step and waltz music to keep things lively.
The Blue Ridge Music Center is all about the old time music traditions of the region and in addition to
summer concerts, hosts mid-day music in their breezeway where flatfoot dancing is regularly displayed by
accomplished dancers. Novices who want to try out some steps are met with great encouragement from the
experienced dancers and the crowd.
The Blacksburg Square Dance has been going on for almost 40 years and has lasted that long for one main
reason – it’s fun. The music is always provided by great old time string bands and the excellent dancers who
participate are also devoted to teaching the art to newcomers.
The Patrick County Music Association in Stuart is a monthly concert series of old time and bluegrass music
for several hundred music lovers. It’s in a big building at Hooker Field with lots of space for dancers who are
welcome to get up as the spirit moves them.
New River Community College’s Fiddle, Banjo & Dance Club is obviously welcoming to dancers. Their format
at each monthly gathering is to have one bluegrass band and one old time band, with the old time band
selected for their ability to satisfy the dance crowd.
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A NEW LOOK AT VIRGINIA’S OLD TREES
By Fred First

I

t is told that, in the forests of postrevolutionary Virginia, the widely-spaced
mature trees stood so tall and created so much
shade that a gentleman could ride horseback
from Richmond to Bristol and never take his
hat off to avoid brush and low branches. A
squirrel could cover the same distance without
touching the ground. Though these anecdotes
exaggerate the extent of eastern woodlands,
old forests did flourish.
But it didn’t take many generations for a
burgeoning nation to see the utility of trees
for framing, furniture and fiber, and forests as
an impediment to the spread of suburbs and
cities, roads and railroads, shopping malls and
golf courses.

Virginia Tech Stadium Woods. Photo courtesy of Virginia Tech/Jim Stroup

Even so, from the orbiting Space Station,
while some mountaintops are missing now, the landforms from the Virginia Piedmont to the Appalachian
Plateau are little changed since Plymouth Rock. Here at ground level, we still live in a sea of trees (as you can
see on the approach to airports in Roanoke or Bristol). But the forest is not your father’s forest; and she is no
virgin.
While the sheer number of trees in the East is, in fact, increasing (as the center of agriculture has moved west),
tree size, and--especially in pine plantations--forest-community diversity has declined. Individual trees in fields
or forests or in cities or suburbs rarely survive to their potential size anymore. But a few do. And in discovering
and celebrating them is hope--that we are paying attention to these exemplary trees and perhaps someday
soon, to a future that includes more eastern old-growth forests.
So as you travel the 330 miles of the Crooked Road across the southern, then far western tier of counties,
Rocky Mount to the Breaks Park, be mindful that, while the woods out your window may only seem impressive
in sheer numbers, there are record-making Old Trees somewhere in a holler just over the ridge. (BIG is a factor
of height, trunk circumference, and crown spread within members of a species.) The Virginia Big Tree Program
coordinated by Virginia Tech maintains a database so that you can learn about, possibly visit, and add your
own record-sized trees.
Before you begin your perusal of Southwest Virginia’s big tree web resource, a few user tips: Unless you select
“Common Native State Champions” you’ll see in the list many tree species that, even if you’re a competent
forester, you won’t know because they are “not from ‘round here.” They are non-native intentionally-planted
ornamental or otherwise attractive or desirable for city life, but are not part of the tree mix the First Americans
lived among.
Also, for many of the native-species record holders in the Big Tree registry, you will find that they are
disproportionately found in big cities, not in the remote woods of more sparsely-settled places like Crooked
Road counties. This makes sense. There are way more “finders” in Richmond than Richlands; and life is treeeasy in a dog park where sycamore or birch stand widely spaced and don’t compete for light, water or soil
nutrients. But a tree’s life can be harsh and growth slow on a windswept ridge or in a cold, north-facing cove in
Damascus in Washington County.
In Southwest Virginia, record Big Trees are almost all on private property. But you can find more than 250
in one spot, some of them estimated to be more than 400 years old. Virginia Tech’s Stadium Woods in 2012
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almost became a construction site. Wide support for preservation has at least temporarily protected this
remarkable 11 acres on campus as an irreplaceable resource. Now this was the kind of woodlands our gentleman
on horseback would have happily galloped through so long ago.
We admire and honor big trees. We might even hug a few. But we need forests on these steep slopes--intact,
diverse, soil-making, water-storing, oxygen-emitting, carbon-holding forests. The diversity of North American
life arose in ancient forest ecosystems and is rapidly disappearing from them now as few woodlots even reach
middle-age. Old Trees are wonderful specimens, but Old Growth forests will be an intentional choice we make on
our public and private lands in these pleasant mountains.
Come for the music, but don’t miss the forest for the trees. Find more about Virginia’s Big Trees at http://bigtree.
cnre.vt.edu/index.html
Fred First is a life-long biology-watcher and naturalist, sharing his
view of the world from a remote valley in northeastern Floyd County.
From here, his blog, his books and his radio essays have taken
root. He has been an active teacher and community participant in
Southwest Virginia since 1975, sharing his hope that we might see the
ordinary, and our place in and impact on the world around us, with
new eyes--a knowledge of belonging that he advocates and calls our
“personal ecology.”
Photo by Ann FIrst

ADVENTURE
STARTS HERE
(276) 865-4413 | breakspark.com

lodge rooms
restaurant
elk tours
interpretive programs
cabins & cottages
cultural events

“The Grand Canyon of the South”
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HOLLY and E&H STUDENTS like her are WORKING
to IMPROVE COMMUNITIES in our region.

How will you
make a difference?

Excellence
#8 in VA
for Lowest
Student
Debt
LendEDU

Best Value
College
University
Research &
Review

Affordability
1 of 40
Colleges that
Change
Lives
Loren
Pope

TOP 100
Happiest, Most
Successful
Alumni

HOLLY BRITT E&H ’19 from Floyd, Va.

Main Campus located off I–81, exit 26 in Emory, Virginia

Researching improvements for
elementary school social studies

www.ehc.edu/apply–now • 800.848.5493

APPLY TODAY to ENROLL: Spring, Summer & Fall
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west zone
Buchanan, Dickenson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Washington,
and Wise Counties and the Cities of Bristol and Norton

crooked road concerts
fri june 7

Balsam Range
Photo by David Simchock

damascus old mill music fest
BALSAM RANGE,
RUSSELL MOORE & IIIRD
TYME OUT AND MORE
Fri 4:00 PM – 10:00 PM
Sat 2:00 PM – 10:00 PM
Fri $15 Advance • $20 After May 31
Sat $25 Advance • $30 After May 31 • $10 per day
children 12 and under.
2-Day Ticket $35 Advance • $40 after May 31 • $15
children 12 and under.
Hosted by: The Damascus Old Mill Inn.
Location: 215 W. Imboden St, Damascus, VA 24236.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket
EVENT EXTRAS:
Youth program performance on Friday by Scott
County JAMS at 6:00 pm. This new festival will
include outside food trucks, a craft beer garden, and
an indoor artisan marketplace. The music starts at
4:00 pm on Friday with a grand finale concert by
the reigning IBMA “Entertainers of the Year” Balsam
Range. On Saturday, the music begins at 2:00 pm
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with a grand finale concert at 8:00 pm by 5-time
IBMA Male Vocalist of the Year Russell Moore & IIIrd
Tyme Out.

Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out

This festival will take place on the grounds of the
lovely Damascus Old Mill Inn adjacent to the scenic
mill dam on Laurel Creek. The music will be outdoors
under a tent. A limited number of seats will be
provided.
Since their formation in 2007, Balsam Range has
been a dominant force in bluegrass music, winning
numerous IBMA awards including Vocal Group of
the Year in 2014. Named for the mountain range
surrounding their home area of Haywood County,
North Carolina, the band has produced numerous
acclaimed albums featuring the mix of traditional
stylings and modern sensibilities for which they are
known.
Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out features one of the
greatest singers in bluegrass music history – Russell
has been awarded “Male Vocalist of the Year”
by the International Bluegrass Music Association
an unprecedented five times. Russell honed his
skills performing for 6 years with Doyle Lawson &
Quicksilver and helped formed IIIrd Tyme Out in 1991.
The band has a knack for injecting great variety into
their music, so even though it’s solid bluegrass, it’s
always fresh sounding. Great singing has also been
the hallmark of the entire band, garnering them
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several “Vocal Group of the Year” awards. After more
than 25 years in bluegrass and dozens of acclaimed
recordings, Russell Moore & IIIrd Tyme Out remains
one of the finest groups in the genre.

TUE june 11
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President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s Works Progress
Administration and is on the National Register of
Historic Places. The Country Cabin II hosts music
events every Saturday night and several Friday nights.
The adjacent pavilion hosts the annual Dock Boggs
and Kate Peters Sturgill festival every September and
other special events.

Photo by Mary McClellan

DOYLE LAWSON & QUICKSILVER
REUNION CONCERT WITH SPECIAL
GUESTS RUSSELL MOORE, JIM VAN
CLEVE & JAMIE DAILEY
7:30 PM • $15 ADVANCE • $20 AFTER MAY 31 • $10
CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER.
Hosted by: The Country Cabin.
Location: 6034 Kent Junction Rd,
Norton, VA 24273.
EVENT EXTRAS:
6:00 PM: “The Music of Doyle Lawson” will be a
gathering of the artists in the Country Cabin II to talk
about the impact of Doyle Lawson on their careers and
bluegrass music. Free admission.
6:45 PM: Youth program performance by WiseJAMS &
the Miss Ellie String Band.
An impressive array of award-winning bluegrass talent
has been part of Doyle Lawson’s band over the years.
This full-bore bluegrass concert will feature Doyle’s
current talented lineup and a reunion with several
former band members as special guests including
Jamie Dailey (of Daily & Vincent, Grand Ole Opry
stars), Russell Moore (IIIrd Tyme Out and 5-Time IBMA
Male Vocalist of the Year), and electrifying fiddler
Jim Van Cleve (Mountain Heart). As Homecoming
attendees have witnessed in the past, it is always a
magical experience when amazing artists like these get
a chance to share the stage once again and enjoy each
other’s company after years apart.
The original Country Cabin was built as part of

CARSON PETERS & PRESLEY BARKER
7:30 PM • $15 ADVANCE • $20 AFTER MAY 31 • $10
CHILDREN (12 AND UNDER).
Hosted By: Emory & Henry College.
Location: McGlothlin Center for the Arts, 30481
Garnand Dr, Emory, VA 24327.
EVENT EXTRAS:
6:30-7:15 PM: Youth program performances by
WiseJAMS-Big Stone Gap (Black Box Theatre) and the
Henderson JAM (atrium). Free admission.
If you haven’t heard of fiddler Carson Peters and
guitarist Presley Barker, chances are you will – a lot.
Barely in their teens, Carson and Presley have already
appeared on stages many artists only dream of – the
Grand Ole Opry, NBC TV’s Tonight Show and Little Big
Shots, MerleFest, and the Country Music Association
Awards show. And they shared those stages with
marquee artists like Ricky Skaggs and Brad Paisley.
Carson and Presley each have their own groups, but
these two friends love playing music together when
they can and this concert gives them that opportunity.
They will perform as a duo to start the concert and will
be joined in the second set by even more youth string
wizards including Ben Marshall on bass, Austin Tate on
mandolin, and Clay Russell on banjo.
The McGlothlin Center for the Arts on the campus
of Emory & Henry College entertains audiences with
cultural programs in a comfortable and beautifully
appointed hall known for superb sound quality.
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Thu june 13
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FRI june 14

Photo by Ruby Sky Photography

THE STEEL WHEELS

7:00 PM • $20 ADVANCE • $25 AFTER MAY 31 • $12
CHILDREN (12 AND UNDER).
Hosted by: St. Paul Tomorrow & St. Paul Main Street
Location: Western Front Hotel, 3025 4th Ave,
St. Paul, VA 24283
An Americana band with Virginia roots and strong
bluegrass influences, The Steel Wheels was formed
by Trent Wagler (on guitar and vocals) and Jay Lapp
(on mandolin, guitar, and vocals), who soon recruited
Brian Dickel (on bass) and Eric Brubaker (on fiddle).
In 2010 the band released two albums and received
seven Independent Music Award nominations. The
Steel Wheels received attention for its summertime
“SpokeSongs” tours, cycling through Virginia (in
2009) and Michigan (in 2011) while carrying their
instruments and playing music in venues along
the way. This versatile band of style-hoppers will
entertain in the BackYard, the Hotel’s space built for
entertainment with yard games, firepit, Adirondack
chairs, outdoor bar and stage. Bring a blanket or lawn
chair.

Photo by Kristen Bearfield

Photo by Michelle Tiller

WOLFE BROTHERS STRING BAND,
Empty Bottle String Band &
Center Stage Cloggers
7:00 PM • $10 ADVANCE • $15 AFTER MAY 31 • $7
CHILDREN (12 AND UNDER).
Hosted by: Lays Hardware Center for the Arts.
Location: 409 Front St. E, Coeburn, VA 24230.

Southwest Virginia’s New Rustic Chic Hotel
276-738-3040
westernfronthotel.com
3025 Fourth Avenue I St. PAul, vA 24283
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Lays Hardware is known as a hot spot for dancing,
and it’s a great setting for this concert by two great
old time bands and a precision clogging team. The
Wolfe Bros. String Band from Elk Creek never fails
to get into a wonderful groove that dancers find
irresistible. The Empty Bottle String Band from
Big Stone Gap loves bringing innovation to their
music while staying close to the old time string
band tradition of the 1930’s. Their members include
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dancers and dance callers, so they understand what
pleases a dance crowd. The Center Stage Cloggers,
a multi-generational dance team formed in 1996
and based in Wise County, Virginia, will share their
precision clog talents, giving folks a chance to catch
their breath from their own dancing.

SAT JUNE 15

Photo by Charlene Baker

Photo by Ginger Wagner

WEST ZONE

5:00 PM • $50 Feastival and Dance
$10 Square Dance Only (8:00 PM)

WEST ZONE

Sponsored by:

Hosted by: John Fox, Jr. House,
Southwest Virginia Museum Historical
State Park, and the Town of
Big Stone Gap
Location: John Fox Jr. House (117 Shawnee Avenue),
Southwest Virginia Museum (10 West 1st Street N),
Big Stone Gap Visitors Center (306 Wood Avenue E.)
Made famous in books, plays, and movies, Big Stone
Gap offers up an evening of history, food, music,
and dance, with an emphasis on local talent, old and
young. You’ll learn why people call Big Stone Gap
“the little town with a big story.” The John Fox, Jr.
Museum, former home of the famous author of The
Trail of the Lonesome Pine, will host the social hour.
Guests will enjoy appetizers, drinks, and music there
before moving on to the nearby Southwest Virginia
Museum, where dinner will be prepared by cooks
from the John Fox Jr. House using local recipes and
ingredients. The Big Stone Gap Visitors Center will
host a rollicking dance after dinner with music by
the Stone Mountain Serenaders, one of the region’s
best dance bands. Well-known Appalachian musician
(and city councilman) Tyler Hughes will be the dance
caller, and if you don’t know how to dance when you
arrive, you will when you leave!

Photo courtesy Aaron Davis

TALES, TRAILS, AND TUNES —
FEASTIVAL WITH SQUARE DANCE BY
CALLER TYLER HUGHES AND THE
STONE MOUNTAIN SERENADERS
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TASTES & TASTY LICKS

Food, Music & Dance in the Virginia Mountains
By Dr. Jean Haskell

S

cents of mouthwatering
food and sounds of
toe-tapping music often
intertwine in the hills of
Southwest Virginia. Oldtime “frolics” combined
music and dance and also
usually meant “carry-in”
food or a cake or pie auction
in which a suitor could
claim the sweet—and then
a dance (or sweetheart)
with the maker! Even more
common were meals and
musical celebrations after a
barn raising or some other
kind of work party.

Given this relationship, it’s not surprising that references to food permeate
traditional mountain songs and tunes. “Bile ‘Em Cabbage Down,”
“Shortnin’ Bread,” “Polly Put the Kettle On,” and many more use food and
drink as central themes. In the mountain standard “Groundhog,” there is
“groundhog stewed and groundhog fried/ it’s the best old groundhog ever
I tried.” In “Cluck Old Hen” lyrics, “my old hen, she won’t do/She lays eggs
and taters too.” A younger hen was “the best damn hen that ever laid an
egg/Laid more eggs than any hen in the barn/Another little drink wouldn’t
do me no harm.”
In “Cripple Creek,” the singer “goes down to Cripple Creek/To see what
them gals had to eat/I got drunk and fell against the wall/ Ole corn liquor
was the cause of it all.” Women in mountain songs were not immune to
the charms of corn liquor. “Little Maggie” stands over yonder, “with a dram
glass in her hand/she’s a-drinkin’ away her troubles/and a-courtin’ another
man.” Likewise, “Darlin’ Cory” is sleeping so sound [presumably from drink]
even “when the revenuers are a-comin’ /to tear your still-house down.”
One of the most fraught relationships with food and drink ever caught in
song is the story of “Old Joe Clark,” a classic in traditional mountain music.
To begin, “Old Joe Clark took sick/And what do you think ailed him?/He
drunk a churn of buttermilk/and then his stomach failed him.” It continues,
“Old Joe Clark did get drunk/And not a word could he utter/He fell down
on the supper table/And stove his nose in the butter.” It gets worse. “I
won’t go home with Old Joe Clark/I’ll tell the reason why/Blowed his nose
in a cornbread crust/And called it pumpkin pie.” But Joe’s reward also is in
food: “Old Joe Clark had a house/Sixteen stories high/Every story in that
house/Was filled with chicken pie.”
Not surprisingly, traditional dance in the region often has a focus on food as
well, in steps, formations, and the patter of dance callers just as in the songs
and tunes that accompany the dance. There are “grapevine” steps, “hot
hash” fast formations, and “stir the bucket” calls for dancers. Patter sayings
are rhymes or jingles dance callers use when dancers are executing a long
call such as “Promenade Home.” According to caller Vic Ceder, patter is
based on old-time sayings and is sometimes less than politically correct.
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GROUNDHOG RECIPE
Chef Susi Gott Séguret, a native of
Appalachia, says “there are as many
recipes for groundhog as there
are hunters in the hollers. But for
those who have not yet dared to
put a whistle pig (so-called for its
shrill squeal) in a pot, here’s a tried
and true way you can make that
groundhog sing!”
1 groundhog
A few handfuls of coarse salt, water,
and vinegar for soaking
A few bay leaves
An onion or two
A few carrots
A few sprigs of thyme
Pepper corns to taste
Butter for browning
1 large spoonful flour
A small cayenne pepper
1 bottle dry white wine
Preparation: Clean the meat so that
all silver skin and scent glands are
removed. Soak for several hours
or overnight in salted water, in the
refrigerator, or outside if it is cool.
Drain and soak again in salt water
to which you have added a half cup
or so of white vinegar, a chopped
onion, and a bay leaf or two. When
ready to cook, drain and pat each
piece dry. Season with salt and
pepper, fresh or dried thyme leaves,
then brown in butter, in heavy
bottomed pot. Add onions, carrots,
and celery and stir until onions are
translucent. Add flour and stir for
a minute or two. Add the bottle of
white wine, bay leaves, cayenne
pepper, and let simmer for several
hours while you go foraging for wild
greens to accompany your dish.
Serve on rice, pasta, or mashed
potatoes, topped with freshly
chopped ramps.
Recipe courtesy Susi Gott Séguret,
author of Appalachian Appetite.
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Here are a few: “All join hands and circle to the south/
Get a little moonshine in your mouth.” “Chicken in the
bread pan pickin’ out dough/Big pig rootin’ up the
little tater now.” “Corn in the crib, wheat in the sack/
Meet your partner and promenade back.” “Hull those
peas and hull them right/Swing your honey if it takes
all night.” “Randy and Andy and Billy and Bob/All want
Lucy and corn on the cob.” “She likes whiskey and I like
rum/Now that’s where all the trouble begun.”
Food, music, dance—all provide nourishment for
mountain folks in body and soul.
Dr. Jean Haskell has been a
Professor of Appalachian Studies
for more than forty years and is
co-editor of the Encyclopedia of
Appalachia.
Photo by Rebecca Larys

W aterfall
Lodging and Dining

MONDAY - SATURDAY
11:00AM - 7:00PM

SUNDAY
11:00AM - 3:00PM

One Heartwood Circle | Abingdon, VA 24210

Tucked in the ancient Appalachian Mountains of Southwest Virginia is a vibrant culture of tradition,
food, music and craft. It’s a region of spectacular views, abundant outdoor recreation, and rich
natural resources. Rooted deep in history, this culture is authentic… distinctive… alive.
Together with the 19 counties, four cities and 54 towns of the region, we’re building a sustainable
creative economy that preserves, protects and interprets our rich heritage and natural resources,
creates jobs, and welcomes both visitors and new businesses to our region every single day.
The SWVA Cultural Center (formally Heartwood), a 29,000-square-foot artisan gateway near the
state border just oﬀ Interstate 81, introduces Southwest Virginia (SWVA) to the world and serves as
a visitor center, music venue and community space.
The Marketplace is a retail center for over 180 Southwest Virginia artisans and their stories.
Southwest Virginia: A great place to visit for a week’s vacation –
or to make a home for a lifetime.

SWVAculturalcenter.com
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FRI JUNE 7
Lunch on the Lawn

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM • FREE: OPTIONAL $6
BOXED LUNCH
“Lunch on the Lawn” is a free event
showcasing the best in regional culture.
Featuring local performers under the
Victorian Arbor, “Lunch on the Lawn” utilizes
the beautiful garden setting in the park and
provides tables for visitors to enjoy lunch
under the shade of ash trees. The museum
offers optional boxed lunches for order prior
to the event (with orders due by 2 p.m. the
Thursday before it is scheduled), but guests
are welcome to bring their own lunch. Before
and after the event the museum will be open
for tours and visitation. Regular admission
fees apply. Museum exhibits explore the
pioneer era, Victorian period, coal boom and
bust, traditional mountain music and other
topics related to Southwest Virginia History
and Culture.
Southwest Virginia Museum
Historical State Park
10 West First Street North,
Big Stone Gap, VA 24219
doretha.cole@dcr.virginia.gov
276-523-1322

Walking Tour of Historical Sites
of Damascus

Southwest Virginia Cultural Center & Marketplace, Bill and the Belles. Photo by Earl Neikirk

Symbol key

4:00 PM • DONATIONS
Damascus has been described as Trail Town,
USA, the Friendliest Town on the Trail, and
Where Trails Cross. Why have so many trails
passed through this quaint town? A leisurely,
guided walking tour will take participants
to several places in town that have recently
been highlighted by historical signs funded
by the community. The tour will focus on the
economic reasons why people came to the
area, why they stayed, and how Damascus
has changed with the times. Saturday
morning’s tour will include a visit to the
Damascus Farmers Market. Call ahead to
reserve your spot on the tour. Please wear
comfortable shoes. Tour should last 60-90
minutes depending on Q&A, and will begin
and end at the Damascus Old Mill. (Rain date,
Saturday, June 8, 2:00 PM).
Damascus Old Mill
215 West Imboden Street,
Damascus, VA 24236
info@damascusinn.com
276-475-3745

LOCAL CONCERT

Border Bash Summer
Concert Series

DANCE

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM • FREE
Border Bash celebrates its 20th anniversary
with a twice-monthly free concert series that
includes children’s activities and vendors
in addition to live music and much more.
The series has become an integral part of
Bristol’s community, bringing people together
throughout the summer to celebrate our
musical history.
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Best Friend Festival
DOWNTOWN BRISTOL, 500 BLOCK
501 State Street, Bristol, VA 24201
(entire block closed to through traffic)
maggie@believeinbristol.org
423-573-2201

Allen Hicks Jam

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM • FREE
Every Friday night, there’s Bluegrass in the
air and on stage at Allen Hicks’ place. What
started out as impromptu jams with pickers
hanging out at Allen’s wood shop testing
his handmade mandolins has become THE
PLACE TO BE on Friday nights. So much
so, Hicks’ Friday Night Jams became a stop
along Virginia’s Crooked Road Music Trail.
You’ll find a great stage, space to do some
flat-footin’, a professional sound system,
permanent seating and concessions and lots
of excellent pickers.
ALLEN HICKS’
1844 Bethel Road
Nickelsville, VA 24271
hicksguitars@hotmail.com
276-738-9010

SAT JUNE 8
Clinch River Farmers Market

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM • FREE
The Clinch River Farmers Market features
locally grown produce, handmade crafts,
and an array of baked goods. This is a great
opportunity to visit with local farmers and
crafters to learn about farms and farming
practices, ideas for craft items, as well as
recipes for local foods. While visiting the
market you will be treated a free cup of
coffee and great music from the local band
Bluegrass Circle.
CLINCH RIVER FARMERS MARKET
Market Square (just off 4th Avenue),
St Paul, VA 24283
jbkme@yahoo.com
276-762-9377

Appalachian Mini-Barn
Quilt painting
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM • DONATIONS
Attendees will choose and paint an authentic
quilt 6 by 6 pottery piece in a design
prevalent to the Appalachian area. A lecture
will explain the process of the pottery pieces
and will give the history and story behind the
quilt squares.
Town Square Center for the Arts
Town Square, Glade Spring, VA 24340
nwgrayhound@aol.com
276-608-4489

Walking Tour of Historical Sites
of Damascus
10:00 AM • DONATIONS
(2:00 PM IF RAINED OUT EARLIER)
See listing description under June 7
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VARIOUS TIMES • FREE
The 33rd Best Friend Festival is a City of
Norton event that offers everyone a chance
to meet with old friends and make new ones
while enjoying good food, music, contests,
and a variety of entertainment! The events
appeal to all age groups with activities such
as free lunch in the park, senior citizen’s day,
the Friend and Farmers Market, karaoke, two
kid’s nights, Crankin with Crutchfield Teen
night, Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast, and the
annual 5k. The event is free because of the
generous sponsorship of the City of Norton,
Wise County/City of Norton Chamber of
Commerce and our local businesses who
sponsor events throughout the week.
CITY OF NORTON
Norton, VA 24273
info@wisecountychamber.org
276-679-0961

Project Fidgit Blanket

12:00 PM • FREE
Project Fidgit Blanket, presented by Nancy
Williams, is an interactive/workshop and
event for the community. These blankets will
be sent to nursing homes or centers with
patients who are struggling with dementia,
Alzheimer’s, ADHD, ADD, brain trauma or
stroke. Fidgit blankets help to occupy restless
hands and minds. This event is free and open
to all ages. We are using repurposed and
recycled material which is of local influence
such as Alpaca yarns, crocheted laces, and
locally dyed fabrics.
GLADE SPRING LIBRARY
305 North Glade Street,
Glade Spring, VA 24340
tkestner@wcpl.net
276-429-5626

Appalachian Crochet Exhibit

2:00 PM • FREE
Local artisans will display their works of
crochet and embroidery.
SCOTT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
297 West Jackson Street,
Gate City, VA 24251
sgibson@lprlibrary.org
276-386-3302

Wilderness Road Blockhouse
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
The Blockhouse was built in 1775 on the
North Fork of the Holston River by John
Anderson. His fortified home became a
landmark along the Wilderness Road, which
was marked by Daniel Boone and 30 ax men.
Over the next thirty years, some 300,000
people passed Anderson’s home on their
journey through the Cumberland Gap and
on into what would become the state of
Kentucky. Tour a replica of the Anderson
Blockhouse as members of the Daniel
Boone Wilderness Trail Association provide
information about the history of the building
and area. No pets allowed inside of the
Blockhouse. For more information about the
association visit www.danielboonetrail.com

NATURAL TUNNEL STATE PARK
1420 Natural Tunnel Parkway,
Duffield, VA 24244
rachel.blevins@dcr.virginia.gov
276-940-1643

sun JUNE 9
Best Friend Festival
VARIOUS TIMES • FREE
See listing description under June 8.

Quilt Show
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
Quilts, both old and new, will be displayed
highlighting the artistic qualities and
creativity of the artists. Everything from
crazy quilts to modern quilted masks and lap
covers will be on display.
THE POINT
The Point (Farmers Market), East Glade
Street, Glade Spring, VA 24340
nwgrayhound@aol.com
276-608-4489

Wilderness Road Blockhouse
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 8

The Sounds of the Crooked Road
3:00 PM • FREE
Enjoy a musical and visual journey along the
300-mile Heritage Music Trail in southwest
Virginia led by librarian and musician Barry
Trott. Along the way, we will explore the
lives and works of music icons such as
Ralph Stanley and the Clinch Mountain Boys,
The Carter Family, and Archie Edwards all
of whom developed their unique styles in
southwest Virginia. Images and vintage
recordings will conjure up a rich tapestry of
the music that originated along Virginia’s
Route 58 — from the Blue Ridge Mountains to
the coalfields.
ABINGDON LIBRARY
205 Oak Hill Street,
Abingdon, VA, 24210
mschock@wcpl.net
276-492-2013

Sunday Concert Featuring Bill and
the Belles
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM • FREE
What began as a project to explore the
space created between hillbilly and urban,
between vaudeville and down home, has
arrived somewhere new. Bill and the Belles
bring to the stage an uplifting show unlike
any other, full of humor, high spirits, and allaround revelry. Nominated for four 2017 IBMA
awards, Bill and the Belles play alongside
America’s top country and roots music artists
(including Marty Stuart and His Fabulous
Superlatives, Hot Rize, the Cactus Blossoms,
the Earls of Leicester and more) as the house
band for the historic radio program Farm and

WEST ZONE

WEST ZONE

Fun Time presented by Radio Bristol. It’s clear
this group shares a rare musical connection
and deep love for the music, and their
excitement is contagious.
BONE FIRE SMOKEHOUSE AND
MUSICTORIUM
260 W Main Street, Abingdon, VA 24210
doug@bonefirebrands.com
423 797-1647

Mon JUNE 10
Quilt Show
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 9

“There’s No Place Like Home”
11:00 AM • FREE
Bright Star Children’s Theatre, a national
professional touring theatre company, will
bring L. Frank Baum’s literary classic The
Wizard of Oz to life, reminding each of
us “There’s no place like home.” After the
presentation, audiences will be invited to
share memories of their favorite Appalachian
homecoming and reunion traditions. This
longing is especially strong in the Appalachian
Mountains where home doesn’t merely identify
a place, but also our way of life.
WISE COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
124 Library Road SW, Wise, VA 24293
jshort@lprlibrary.org
276-328-8061

Best Friend Festival
VARIOUS TIMES • FREE
See listing description under June 8

“There’s No Place Like Home”
3:00 PM • FREE
Bright Star Children’s Theatre, a national
professional touring theatre company, will
bring L. Frank Baum’s literary classic The
Wizard of Oz to life, reminding each of
us “There’s no place like home.” After the
presentation, audiences will be invited to
share memories of their favorite Appalachian
homecoming and reunion traditions. This
longing is especially strong in the Appalachian
Mountains where home doesn’t merely identify
a place, but also our way of life.
C BASCOM SLEMP MEMORIAL LIBRARY
11 Proctor St N, Big Stone Gap, VA 24219
csmith@lprlibrary.org
276 523 1334

TUEs JUNE 11
Pinch and Coil Pottery
Demonstration
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM • DONATIONS
All aspects of pinch and coil will be
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demonstrated with some hands-on activity.
As Glade Spring was known for its special
clay used in pottery by well-known potters
of the past, emphasis will be on specifics of
pinch and coil.

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA CULTURAL CENTER
& MARKETPLACE
1 Heartwood Circle
Abingdon, VA 24210
admin@thecrookedroad.org
276-492-2409

TOWN SQUARE CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Town Square, Glade Spring, VA 24340
nwgrayhound@aol.com
276-608-4489

Appalachian Quilts

Quilt Show

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 9

Best Friend Festival

VARIOUS TIMES • FREE
See listing description under June 8

Greasy Bean Cafe

6:00 PM • $12.50
The Greasy Bean Café is one of the first truly
authentic, Appalachian dining experiences.
The recipes are traditional and passed down
from generation to generation of local
Appalachian families. Our cooks make every
effort to follow them exactly as they were
made throughout the history of this humble
mountain region. Our symbol, the Greasy
Bean, owes its name to the distinctively shiny,
fuzz free pod that was so cherished by early
mountaineers that a bride’s trousseau often
included seeds from her family’s unique
strain. Each week our buffet features a special
Appalachian dish. Join us every Tuesday
night for a buffet dinner and live mountain
music!
THE COMMUNITY CENTER OF ABINGDON
300 Senior Drive, Abingdon VA 24210
cindym@theccoa.org
276-628-3911

wed JUNE 12
Quilt Show
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 9

Best Friend Festival
VARIOUS TIMES • FREE
See listing description under June 8

THU JUNE 13
The Crooked Road Youth Music
Series Concert

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM • FREE
On the second Thursday of each, The
Crooked Road presents traditional music
featuring local youth musicians. This month,
we feature the award winning family group,
The Wildmans.

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
DEMONSTRATIONS AT 11:00 AM AND
1:00 PM • FREE
The southern portion of North America’s
Appalachian Mountains’ hilly terrain prevented
the development of large-scale farms. As a
result, subsistence farming, in which farmers
only grow enough food to feed themselves
and their families, became the backbone of the
Appalachian economy. The mountain isolation
allowed for a unique cultural tradition to
flourish: quilting. The Appalachian iteration of
quilting mixed Scottish, Irish, and German folk
traditions with local Native American, Amish,
and Quaker influences. Quilting patterns from
these cultures tend to be geometric and often
express family history or local events. Visit
this Quilt exhibit and see antique quilts along
with new quilts handmade in the Appalachian
tradition.
WESTERN FRONT HOTEL /
MILTON’S MUSIC HALL
3025 Fourth Avenue, St. Paul, VA 24283
events@westernfronthotel.com
276-738-3040

Children’s Art Exhibit - Works by
Southwest Virginia Home School
Community
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
This exhibit showcases pottery pieces made
by local students who participate in the
Southwest Home School Program.
TOWN SQUARE CENTER FOR THE ARTS
Town Square, Glade Spring, VA 24340
nwgrayhound@aol.com
276-608-4489

Mountain Heritage Museum Tour
with Heritage Music
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM • DONATIONS
Discover the Mountain Heritage Museum!
Centuries of cultural artifacts from the
southwest corner of Virginia - from railroads
to coal mining - are on display in the heart
of St. Paul, along with local and regional
artwork. Stroll through the displays and
discover the origins of this unique part of
America. It is the perfect way to learn more
about the Great Appalachian Valley and
Southwest Virginia in between all the outdoor
adventures. Enjoy Appalachian music
performed live while you visit.
MOUNTAIN HERITAGE MUSEUM
16542 Russell Street (across from Western
Front Hotel), St. Paul, VA 24283
jeankilgore@yahoo.com
276-762-7500
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Best Friend Festival
VARIOUS TIMES • FREE
See listing description under June 8

Mountains Of Music Jammin And
Crooked Road Story Telling
6:00 PM • FREE
Families are encouraged to come share their
memories and musical talent. Older local people
reminisce and share their past memories with
the younger generation so it will not be lost in
time. Local Bluegrass musicians of all ages share
their talent with other musicians to keep these
beautiful hills alive.

WEST ZONE

Mountain Heritage Museum Tour
with Heritage Music
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM • DONATIONS
See listing description under June 13

Appalachian Quilts
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM WITH DEMONSTRATIONS
AT 11:00 AM AND 1:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 13

Best Friend Festival
VARIOUS TIMES • FREE
See listing description under June 8

Lunch on the Lawn
HONEY BEA’S CAFE
392 South Railroad Ave., Honaker, VA 24260
theedenali@verizon.net
276-873-4411

Lays Hardware Center for the Arts
Jam Session
6:30 PM – 9:00 PM • FREE
Jam sessions are held every Thursday at the
Lays Hardware Center for the Arts building. This
gives amateur and professional musicians an
opportunity to come together to create music.
All ages and talent levels are welcome and all
types of music are welcome! Come on down and
see us on Thursday nights!
Admission to jam sessions is free, but donations
are highly appreciated. Crooked Road Cafe offers
drinks, popcorn, and candy.
LAYS HARDWARE CENTER FOR THE ARTS
409 Front Street E
Coeburn, VA 24230
info@layshardware.com
276-219-4011

Glade GIGS - Get it in Glade Spring
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM • FREE
Get your jam on with an evening of local food
and local music. Bring your musical instrument
and your appetite for a true taste of Glade Spring
hospitality. Enjoy a jam session and community
sing-a-long as well as a variety of local cuisine.
Participants can bring bagpipes to banjos, drums
to dulcimers, and fiddles to French horns.
THE POINT
Farmers Market Pavilion, East Glade Street,
Glade Spring, VA 24340
nwgrayhound@aol.com
276-608-4489

FRI JUNE 14
Allen Hicks Jam
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Children’s Art Exhibit - Works by
Southwest Virginia Home School
Community
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 13

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM • FREE:
OPTIONAL $6 BOXED LUNCH
See listing description under June 7

SAT JUNE 15
Best Friend Festival
VARIOUS TIMES • FREE
See listing description under June 8

Clinch River Farmers Market
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 8

Children’s Art Exhibit - Works by
Southwest Virginia Home School
Community
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 13

Flint Knapping Demonstration
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM • FREE
Flint Knapping demonstration by Master
Craftsman, Jack Payne. Mr. Payne will
demonstrate techniques for transforming stone
and glass into arrowheads and other traditional
handmade tools.

WEST ZONE

Honaker Heritage Day
11:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
The Honaker Heritage Center and Museum will
host “Honaker Heritage Day - A Day of Music,
Crafts, and Food in an Early 20th Century Historic
Downtown”. We will have Native Americans and
Civil War Re-enactors doing demonstrations.
Local genealogists will be on hand to assist in
searching family roots. We will also have a local
historian giving tours and discussing the history
of Honaker. Craftsmen, artists, authors and other
vendors will be selling their products. Music by
Dale Jett & Hello Stranger.
HONAKER HERITAGE DAY
386 South Railroad Ave., Honaker, VA 24260
theedenali@verizon.net
276-873-4411

Nancy Johnson’s Colorful
Folk Artwork
12:00 PM • FREE
Local artist and author Nancy Johnson is a
resident of Glade Spring, Virginia. Her studio at
The Arts Depot in Abingdon, Virginia, is where
she creates colorful folk paintings that depict
ethnic pride and a loving look at Black American
culture. She will display some historical art and
offer a few pieces of her own artwork for sale.
GLADE SPRING BRANCH LIBRARY
305 North Glade Street,
Glade Spring, VA 24340
tkestner@wcpl.net
276-429-5626

The High Knob Music Festival
12:00 PM - 8:00 PM • FREE
This event that takes place at the High Knob
recreation area in Norton, Va. The wooded
amphitheater area is a perfect venue for this
one-day event. The cool mountain air is ideal to
enjoy an outdoor concert featuring 5 talented
local groups.
HIGH KNOB MUSIC FESTIVAL.
2996 Greater Scaup Rd., Norton, VA 24273
Vicsdecorating2@hotmail.com
276-679-1530

THE POINT
Farmers Market Pavilion, East Glade Street,
Glade Spring VA 24340
nwgrayhound@aol.com
276-608-4489

Wilderness Road Blockhouse

Mountain Heritage Museum Tour with
Heritage Music

4:00 PM - 7:00 PM • MEAL IS $10.00
The Boozy Creek Community Center hosts
Fish and Chicken meals and music on the first
Saturday of each month. On June 15, the meal
will be award-winning BBQ prepared on-site
by Boozy Creek Smokers with music by Town
Branch Bluegrass. This annual event continues
our mission of providing a safe, friendly location
for family and friends to share memories, have
fun and enjoy a meal together.

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM • DONATIONS
See listing description under June 13

Appalachian Quilts
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • SALES AND
CRAFT DAY • FREE
See listing description under June 13

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 8

Annual Community Meal and Music

BOOZY CREEK COMMUNITY CENTER
1989 Shelleys Road, Bristol, VA 24201
d.bateman@charter.net
423-341-9558
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MOUNTAINS OF MEMORIES
By Doyle Lawson

“In the deep rolling hills of old Virginia, there’s a place I love so well.”

O

ne only has to travel the Crooked Road to know that the beauty of
those lyrics, written by the late Carter Stanley, ring as true today
as they did in the late 1940s. My friend Randy Swift wrote a song called
“Time Changes All Things but the Past” and it’s true in every sense of the
word. Of course, we know that change occurs with the passing of time,
yet what has been will never change.
Although I was born in East Tennessee (Fordtown) near Kingsport,
my Mother was from Lee County, in and around Pennington Gap,
Keokee and Big Stone Gap, Virginia. As you can see, I’m no stranger to
Southwest Virginia.
When I was a young fellow living in Hancock County (Sneedville)
Tennessee, I was part of a band we called The Country Cousins, and
the first radio station that I performed on was in Pennington Gap, on
a Sunday afternoon Gospel program sponsored by Sprinkle’s Used
Furniture Store. It was there that I saw Brother Claude Ely who happened
to drop by. He sang his most popular song, “There Ain’t No Grave Gonna
Hold My Body Down,” and did he ever sing it! You could almost see the
roof shaking from the power in his delivery. Pretty big stuff for a 16 yearold kid! In those days “live” radio shows were fairly common and even
though they are almost non-existent these days, my memories of those
times have never left me.

Photo by Leah Prater

The Mountains of Music Homecoming series is dedicated to presenting
and preserving the heritage and tradition of music and crafts in
Southwest Virginia. I am thrilled and honored to be a part of this great
effort to introduce new people to Crooked Road events across 19
counties and over 50 towns and cities. Not only that but to also give
our people who live in Southwest Virginia, as well as Virginia as a whole,
a chance to enjoy the music and crafts found along The Crooked Road.
I’ll see you on the “Road” somewhere!
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"Brother" Claude Ely (1922-1978) was a
religious singer-songwriter, recording
artist, and Pentecostal Holiness preacher
who hailed from Pucketts Creek, in Lee
County, Virginia. Nicknamed the "Gospel
Ranger," Ely is most often remembered
for composing the enduring song "There
Ain’t No Grave (Gonna Hold My Body
Down)," which has been recorded by
Johnny Cash and many others. Photo
courtesy of Macel Ely II and www.
aintnograve.com

Doyle Lawson has made an impact on American music that will be felt for many
generations to come. Listening to his music is like looking at a well-cut diamond
– one is impressed by the precision and beauty of it. His contributions have
certainly not gone unnoticed by his peers and the music industry who have
bestowed just about every accolade they could on Doyle and his Quicksilver
group, including being named 2018 Vocal Group of the Year by the IBMA. He is
also a recipient of the highest honor America gives to its traditional artists, the
National Endowment for the Arts Heritage Fellowship.

Front Row Music
A Store As Unique As It’s Customers
Monday-Friday, 9:30AM-6:00PM
Saturday, 9:30AM-5:00PM • Closed on Sunday

FRM

JBL Pro Audio • Fender • Dean • Jackson • Martin • Peavey • Zoom
Epiphone • Audio-Technica • Taylor • Ibanez • Yamaha • Sabine • Gibson
Sonor • Ovation • Audix • ddrum • Hartke • Hohner • Marshall
Roland • D’Addario • Dr • Ernie Ball • KORG • SNARK • Luna • VOX
Retail, Pro Audio, Video, and Lighting • Instrument Repair • Music Lessons
422 W. Main St. • Abingdon, VA • (276) 628-4226 • www.FrontRowMusic.Co

The local accounting

(276) 628-1123 • firmcpa.com
155 East Valley Street • Abingdon, VA 24210

folk.
HBC
C E RT I F I E D P U B L I C
A C C O U N TA N T S
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central zone
Bland, Carroll, Grayson, Smyth, Tazewell,
Wythe Counties and the City of Galax

crooked road concerts
fri june 7 & sat june 8

Photo by Jace Kartye

Photo by Kristen Horton

HOUSTONFEST

DAILEY & VINCENT, SHENANDOAH,
HOGSLOP STRING BAND, CARSON
PETERS & IRON MOUNTAIN, LOOSE
STRINGS BAND, WAYNE HENDERSON
& VIRGINIA LUTHIERS, SIDELINE &
MANY MORE.
Fri 12 PM - 10:30 PM • Sat 10 AM to 10:30 PM •
$25 per day or $40 weekend pass advance pricing
through June 5, $35 per day after June 5 • Free to
Children 12 and under with paying adult.

performances on four stages, workshops, luthiers,
vendors, instrument petting zoo, and Houston’s
Bluegrass Boot Camp. There is grandstand seating
in the park and space for lawn chairs in front of the
stage. Camping is available on site. More information
at houstonfestgalax.com or call HoustonFest at (276)
236-9908.

sat june 8

Hosted by: Galax Volunteer Fire Department.
Location: Felts Park, 601 S. Main St., Galax, VA
24333.
HoustonFest, one of the region’s premier bluegrass
and old-time music festivals, is back with another
stellar two day lineup of artists including Grand Ole
Opry Stars Dailey & Vincent, country music legends
Shenandoah, singer/songwriter Dori Freeman,
the rollicking Hogslop String Band, Carson Peters
& Iron Mountain, and many others performing in
historic Felts Park in Galax. HoustonFest features
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Photo by
Michael G. Stewart

CENTRAL ZONE

to Kickin’ It: The Crooked Road’s Appalachian Dance
Revue at the Historic Lincoln Theatre, featuring The
Crooked Road Old Time Music Masters (Chris Anderson,
Jackson Cunningham, Jamie Ferguson, Julie ShepherdPowell, and Debbie Yates) who will provide music for
more than 30 of America’s finest traditional dancers:
The Green Grass Cloggers, Hickory Flat Hoedowners,
Good Foot Dance Company, Junious Brickhouse,
Daniel Rothwell, and National Heritage Award winning
buck dancer, Thomas Maupin.
Photo by Josh Young
Photo by GW Hamilton

Old Time Music Masters
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Photo courtesy of the Hickory Flat
Hoedowners

MON june 10
Photo by Mary McClellan

“ROARING INTO THE TWENTIES,”
FEASTIVAL WITH “KICKIN’ IT” - THE
APPALACHIAN DANCE REVUE
5:00PM • $75 Feastival & Kickin’ It
Sponsored by:
Concert
Kickin’ It Concert Only (8:00 PM), $15
Advance • $20 after May 31, $10 Children
12 and Under
Hosted by: Wayne C. Henderson School,
General Francis Marion Hotel, The Lincoln
Theatre, and the Town of Marion
Locations: Wayne C. Henderson School (203 N
Church St.), General Francis Marion Hotel (107 E Main
St.), Lincoln Theatre (117 E Main St.)
Who knew that the mountain town of Marion,
Virginia, was a regional hot spot for entertainment
in the Roaring ‘20s? With the boom in timbering and
railroading, Marion was a hub for the speakeasybootlegging-ragtime-jazz-and-jitterbugging culture of
the time, while still surrounded by traditional mountain
music, moonshining, and old-time dancing. Feastival
guests will roar into the 2020s and experience this
small town’s current revitalization in Marion’s most
historic venues. Social hour at the Wayne C. Henderson
School of Appalachian Arts will feature appetizers
and drinks, plus demonstrations of heritage music and
dance. From there, guests will move to the historic
General Francis Marion Hotel for a sumptuous feast
prepared by Chef Josh Young with a “Roaring into
the Twenties” menu that looks both back in time and
forward. After dinner, Feastival guests will be treated

DOYLE LAWSON & QUICKSILVER
REUNION CONCERT WITH SPECIAL
GUESTS TERRY BAUCOM, JIM VAN
CLEVE, & JAMIE DAILEY
7:30 PM • $15 ADVANCE • $20 AFTER MAY 31 • $10
CHILDREN (12 AND UNDER).
Hosted by: Southwest Virginia Community College.
Location: King Community Center, 724 Community
College Rd, Cedar Bluff, VA 24609.
EVENT EXTRAS:
6:00 PM: “The Music of Doyle Lawson” will be a
gathering of the artists to talk about the impact of
Doyle Lawson on their careers and bluegrass music.
Free admission.
An impressive array of award-winning bluegrass talent
has been part of Doyle Lawson’s band over the years.
This full-bore bluegrass concert will feature Doyle’s
current talented lineup and a reunion with several
former band members as special guests including
Jamie Dailey (of Grand Ole Opry stars Dailey &
Vincent), Terry Baucom (Dukes of Drive), and fiddler
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Jim Van Cleve (Mountain Heart). As Homecoming
attendees have witnessed in the past, it is always a
magical experience when amazing artists like these get
a chance to share the stage once again and enjoy each
other’s company after years apart.
The King Community Center at Southwest Virginia
Community College hosts many of the college’s
cultural events and houses the Jack Tales Wall, a
bas-relief wall sculpture made from over 8,000 bricks
that conveys images from the iconic folk tales of the
Appalachian Mountains.

FRI june 14

BILL MONROE’S “SONS OF
BLUEGRASS”: BILLY BAKER, ROBERT
BOWLIN, MIKE COMPTON, TOM
EWING, BUTCH ROBINS & Doug
Hutchens
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musicians, and the lengthy list of the artists who
performed in it comprises a Who’s Who of bluegrass
musicians. This concert brings together musicians
who shared the road and the stage with Monroe for
a celebration of his enduring body of music. Banjoist
Butch Robins, fiddler Billy Baker, and bassist Doug
Hutchens hail from Southwest Virginia. They will be
joined by Ohio guitarist Tom Ewing, Illinois fiddler
Robert Bowlin, and mandolinist Mike Compton
of the Nashville Bluegrass Band, whose intimate
understanding of the Monroe style completes the
ensemble.
The Blue Ridge Music Center is a National Park
facility dedicated to presenting the history and
heritage of music from the Blue Ridge Region
of Virginia and North Carolina. In addition to the
beautiful outdoor amphitheater, visitors enjoy the
Center’s world class museum exhibit called “The
Roots of American Music” which was curated by
Crooked Road co-founder Joe Wilson.

Photo by Ruthie Young

7:00 PM • $15 ADVANCE • $20 AFTER MAY 31 • $10
CHILDREN (12 AND UNDER).
Hosted by: Blue Ridge Music Center.
Location: 700 Foothills Rd., Galax, VA 24333
(Milepost 213 on the Blue Ridge Parkway). Bringing
a lawn chair or blanket to this outdoor concert is
recommended.
EVENT EXTRAS:
5:00 PM: Presentation on Bill Monroe by author Tom
Ewing in the auditorium. Free admission.
5:30 PM: “The Bill Monroe Legacy,” featuring stories
about Bill Monroe by the artists in the auditorium. Free
admission.
6:45 PM: Youth program performance by Galax JAM.
Bill Monroe, the revered Father of Bluegrass, considered
his Blue Grass Boys band a training ground for
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BLUE RIDGE BACKROADS LIVE WITH
THE WHITETOP MOUNTAIN BAND &
LITTLE STONY NIGHTHAWKS
7:00 PM • $10 ADVANCE • $15 AFTER MAY 31 • $7
CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER.
Hosted by: The Rex Theater
Location: 113 E Grayson St., Galax
Blue Ridge Backroads at the Rex Theater will present
two of the region’s most popular old time bands in a
live radio show broadcast around the world on WBRF,
Classic Country FM 98.1. A family-based band from
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Smyth County

Grayson County, Virginia, the Whitetop Mountain Band is
known for its exuberant accompaniment of square dances
and for its diverse and wide-ranging repertoire, mixing
fiddle and banjo instrumentals, ballads, as well as songs
from many genres (blues, bluegrass, classic country, honky
tonk, originals, and gospel). The Little Stony Nighthawks
are serious students of Appalachian old time music and
bring a fiery intensity to a repertoire full of great fiddle
and dance music. The Rex Theater, with a wide dance floor
immediately in front of the stage, is a great venue to kick
up your heels in.
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Blue Ridge Highlands
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Trails

in Southwest Virginia’s
Blue Ridge Highlands
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This project made possible by:

Smyth County Tourism
Regional Visitor Center

Wytheville
Regional Visitor Center

408 Whitetop Road
Chilhowie, VA 24319
Exit 35, I-81

975 Tazewell Street
Wytheville, VA 24382
Exit 70, I-81

Phone: (276) 646-3306
Phone: (276) 223-3355
Fax: (276) 646-3301
Fax: (276) 223-3443
Toll Free: (877) 255-9928
Toll Free: (877) 347-8307
VisitVirginiaMountains.com
VisitWytheville.com
The Virginia Department of Game and inland Fisheries
Virginia Tourism Corporation
Mountain Empire Chapter of Trout Unlimited
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www.FishBlueRidge.com

REQUEST YOUR GUIDE TO
GREAT FLY FISHING

MOTORCYCLE AND
SPORTS CAR TRAILS

HIKING, BIKING AND
HORSEBACK TRAILS

CALL 877-255-9928
FOR FREE GUIDES
REGIONAL VISITOR CENTER 408 Whitetop Road, Chilhowie, VA • Exit 35, I-81

www.visitvirginiamountains.com • 276.646.3306 • 877.255.9928

Summer Concert Series

Come hear
the mountains.

Saturdays, 7 p.m.

Mandolin Orange, Kruger Brothers,
Michael Cleveland and Flamekeeper,
Steel Wheels, Chatham County Line,
Virginia Luthiers with Wayne Henderson,
Kelsey Waldon, Fireside Collective,
Sam Reider and the Human Hands,
John Jorgenson Bluegrass Band,
Po’ Ramblin’ Boys, & more!

Roots of American Music Museum
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily (free)

Explore the history of mountain music

Midday Mountain Music

BLUEGRASS • AMERICANA • FOLK
O L D - T I M E • C O U N T RY • G O S P E L
M AY- O C TO B E R

Noon to 4 p.m. daily (free)

Listen to talented local musicians

Tickets: BlueRidgeMusicCenter.org or (866) 308-2773, ext. 212

Milepost 213, Blue Ridge Parkway | 10 miles from Galax,VA | 20 miles from Mount Airy, NC | (276) 236-5309
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THE LEGACY OF BILL MONROE
By Tom Ewing

A

side from bluegrass music itself, of which Bill Monroe is the
acknowledged Father, and a wonderful body of his own recordings
(including two hundred or so secular songs, over a hundred instrumentals,
and more than seventy-five gospel songs), what did Bill leave us?
Foremost was his inspiring conviction, “...as profound as religious belief,”
as Ralph Rinzler once observed. His tradition-derived music was worthy of
respect and the highest level of competence. Bill believed wholeheartedly
in his music and, in the process of fostering a new musical genre, he
established a higher standard of musicianship for all of country music.
Eventually, he would pass on his conviction to every one of the many Blue
Grass Boys who worked for him between 1939 and 1996. Often taking on
the role of teacher, he would demonstrate, cajole, insist, prod, demand, and
sometimes even praise them in his own subtle way to bring out the best
that they had to offer.
As the personification of the “hoss” in the title of his fiddle tune “Wheel
Hoss,” Bill also left us with a prime example of determination. Once the
course of his life in music was set in the 1930s, he kept right on going,
never giving up, in spite of physical disabilities, changing public tastes,
the ongoing turmoil of his personal life, or the varying attitudes of the
Photo by Jim Silliman
musicians who helped him play music. Often traveling seven days a week
in the early years, sleeping sitting up in a car, eating less-than-nutritious
food, and washing up in gas station restrooms, he was determined, not just to promote himself, but to provide
his audiences with the kind of music he believed was lacking in their lives – music that celebrated them, “the
common people.”
Even though he had a reputation for insisting that things be done his way, Bill provided yet another shining
example for us: an enlightened outlook on individual expression. As he told an adoring fan in the 1940s who said
he wanted to play mandolin like him, “You don’t want to play like me. You want to play like you.” This would
be his tolerant credo throughout his life, extending to all of the instruments and voices in bluegrass. (Without
that credo, try to imagine the genre without Earl Scruggs, Chubby Wise, Kenny Baker, Bill Keith, Lester Flatt,
Del McCoury, and many others whose individuality Bill accepted and encouraged.) He would balk only in the
1970s when a band of youngsters, led by an adventurous mandolinist, felt it necessary to express themselves by
combining bluegrass with rock music. But by the 1980s, near the end of his life, he was big enough to admit that
he might have overstepped his authority, saying of those who play the mandolin (and seemingly of all bluegrass
musicians and of the music itself), “Everybody’s got a right to play it the way they want to play it.”

Photo by D.J. Campbell

In the end, it should be realized, appreciated, and honored that without the legacy of Bill Monroe -- including his
conviction, determination, and encouragement of individuality -- there would be no bluegrass music.
Tom Ewing is the author of Bill Monroe: The Life and Music of the Blue Grass Man from the
University of Illinois Press. In addition to a journalism degree from Ohio State University,
he brings an insider’s knowledge to the subject, having been a guitarist and vocalist with
Bill Monroe’s Blue Grass Boys from 1986 until Monroe’s passing in 1996. After serving as
caretaker and tour guide at the Monroe Homeplace in Ohio County, Kentucky, for ten
years, Tom now resides in Sunbury, Ohio, where he continues to record and leads his own
bluegrass band. Tom will perform during the Homecoming with the “Sons of Bluegrass” at
the Blue Ridge Music Center and the Harvester Performance Center.
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blues, gospel and string band traditions of the
South have formed a deep aquifer of music that
contemporary artists around the world draw
from daily. The combination of photography and
multi-media materials in the exhibit shine a light
on the many unsung heroes that continue to feed
these traditions in our nation and asks viewers to
reflect on how poverty, geography, and age have
limited the exposure of these artists.
BLUE RIDGE MUSIC CENTER
700 Foothills Rd., (Mile Marker 213 Blue Ridge
Parkway), Galax, VA 24333
info@blueridgemusiccenter.org
276-236-5309

Allison Gap Jamboree

FRI JUNE 7
Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
At the Blue Ridge Music Center, the Roots of
American Music exhibit tells the compelling
story of the region’s rich music heritage and
serves as an insightful complement to the
Midday Mountain Music performances and
Summer Concert Series. Visitors can listen
to and enjoy music while learning about the
development and national significance of this
part of Blue Ridge Mountain cultural heritage.
This is a state-of-the-art museum exhibit and
brings visitors from around the world.
BLUE RIDGE MUSIC CENTER
700 Foothills Rd., (Mile Marker 213 Blue Ridge
Parkway), Galax, VA 24333
info@BlueRidgeMusicCenter.org
276-236-5309

“Log Cabin” Community Quilt Exhibit

12:00 PM - 6:00 PM • FREE
This exhibit features beautiful quilts handmade
by community members and local quilting
guild members in a variety of styles, fabrics and
sizes, from postcard - queen size. All quilts are
made to reflect the theme: “ Log Cabin.”

APPALACHIAN ARTS CENTER
2157 Steelsburg Highway,
Cedar Bluff, VA 24609
sarah.romeo@sw.edu
276-596-9188

Midday Mountain Music Jam at the Blue
Ridge Music Center

6:30 PM • FREE
Bring your instrument and talent and join in the
music making, or just sit back and experience
the rich traditional Appalachian musical heritage
traveling throughout the gathering. Food is
available and coffee is free!
ALLISON GAP RURITAN CLUB
165 Lick Skillet Road, Saltville, VA 24370
rcollins537@hotmail.com
276-496-4514

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
The Blue Ridge Music Center holds Midday
Mountain Music jam sessions on Fridays
and Sundays in the covered breezeway at
the visitor center. The Friday session is a
bluegrass jam hosted by Jim Purcell and Lynn
Wolf, and the Sunday session is an old-time
jam hosted by Stu Shenk. Musicians are
invited to bring their instruments to play with
friends new and old. Everyone is welcome
whether you want to sit back and listen, or
join in to play, sing or dance!

Music in the Park

BLUE RIDGE MUSIC CENTER
700 Foothills Rd., (Mile Marker 213 Blue Ridge
Parkway), Galax, VA 24333
info@BlueRidgeMusicCenter.org
276-236-5309

HUNGRY MOTHER STATE PARK GAZEBO
380 Hemlock Haven Ln.,
Marion, VA 24354
lily.kingsolver@dcr.virginia.gov
276-781-7413

We Are the Music Makers

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
“We Are the Music Makers” celebrates the
cultural history of America’s music. The

Symbol key

7:00 PM • FREE
Enjoy the sound of local music in beautiful
Hungry Mother State Park at our Music in the
Park series. Artists from all over the region play
a mixture of folk, contemporary, and more. June
7 will feature A Little Bit More (Americana), and
June 14 will be Bill Huber (Folk/Light Rock).
Guests can bring a chair or a blanket or sit in the
grass. Admission is free thanks to the generosity
of local sponsors and the Friends of Hungry
Mother State Park.

SAT JUNE 8
“Log Cabin” Community Quilt Exhibit
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

LOCAL CONCERT

DANCE
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Appalachian Music, Arts & Crafts Open
House

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM • FREE
Appalachian music jam sessions, short
performances, regional art displays, and
demonstrations by luthiers will be held
throughout the afternoon. Young students in
the Galax Junior Appalachian Musician Program
will also play. There will be opportunities for
walk-in participation in the jam sessions, and
opportunities to receive instruction in the playing
of traditional music in our regional styles.
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CHESTNUT CREEK SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
100 North Main Street, Galax, VA 24333
jam@chestnutcreekarts.org
276-236-3500

Midday Mountain Music at the Blue Ridge
Music Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
The sounds of the fiddle, banjo, and guitar will
welcome you when you visit the Blue Ridge
Music Center. You will experience regional
traditional music each day of the week with
Mid-Day Mountain Musicians on the covered
breezeway of the visitor’s center. These
sessions are free and feature local traditional
musicians. Mondays during the season feature
The Buck Mountain Band, Tuesdays and
Thursdays feature Scott Freeman & Willard
Gayheart, Wednesdays feature Bill & Maggie
Anderson, and Saturdays feature various
performers from throughout the region.

BLUE RIDGE MUSIC CENTER
700 Foothills Rd., (Mile Marker 213 Blue Ridge
Parkway), Galax, VA 24333
info@blueridgemusiccenter.org
276-236-5309

We Are the Music Makers
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Mountain Top Music: Davis Bradley Duo
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
Big Walker Lookout welcomes back the Davis
Bradley Duo to play on the front porch this
Summer! They are always a crowd favorite.
Come up and listen to the bluegrass music!
The performers donate their time and talent
for our enjoyment so all tips and donations are
accepted and encouraged! CD’s are available
for purchase. Bring your lawn chairs (or use
our picnic pavilion) and a picnic lunch, and get
ready for an afternoon of good music and fun!
Hot dogs, snacks, drinks, & delicious ice cream
are available for purchase. Big Walker Lookout
and BW Country Store features more than
25 artisans and musicians that demonstrate
their talents each weekend from May through
October. Local authors do book signings and
have books for sale all summer long.

BIG WALKER LOOKOUT & BW
COUNTRY STORE
8711 Stoney Fork Rd., Wytheville, VA 24382
bigwalkermarketing@gmail.com
276-663-4016

SUN JUNE 9
Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7
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Midday Mountain Music Jam at the Blue
Ridge Music Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

We Are the Music Makers

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

MON JUNE 10
Radford Fiddle and Banjo Jam

6:00 PM – 9:00 PM • FREE
The Radford Fiddle and Banjo Jam has been a
mainstay of Radford’s music scene since 2000.
Bluegrass and old-time mountain music are
on the menu every week at Radford Coffee
Company. Join the jam session or just enjoy
the sounds of fiddle, banjo, mandolin, guitar
and upright bass, plus lots of singing voices.
Radford Coffee Company serves a full menu of
sandwiches, wraps, baked goods, coffee and
tea during the jam.
RADFORD COFFEE COMPANY
333 W, Main Street
Radford, VA 24141

Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Log Cabin” Community Quilt Exhibit
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Midday Mountain Music at the Blue Ridge
Music Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing under June 8
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“Log Cabin” Community Quilt Exhibit
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Midday Mountain Music at the Blue Ridge
Music Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See Llisting under June 8

We Are the Music Makers
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

WED JUNE 12
Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Log Cabin” Community Quilt Exhibit
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Midday Mountain Music at the Blue Ridge
Music Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See Llisting under June 8

We Are the Music Makers
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

2019 Appalachian Culture Day at the
Depot
1:00 PM - 8:00 PM • FREE
The Third-Annual Appalachian Culture Day at
the Depot will mark the opening day of our
2019 Farmers Market including evening music
by JAM KIDS, Jim Lloyd & Casey Lewis, and
ShadowGrass.

We Are the Music Makers

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Smyth County Jam

6:30 PM • FREE
Our goal is to provide a musical event that will
showcase the various musicians and singers
in the surrounding area, teach the aspects of
musicianship, and encourage the development
of new talents, while at the same time
providing entertainment as a service to the
community and county. Dancing is welcome!
Concessions are available.
CHILHOWIE LIONS CLUB BUILDING
116 Industrial Park Road, Chilhowie, VA 24319
larry@smythcountyjam.com
276-496-5467

TUEs JUNE 11

RURAL RETREAT DEPOT
105 W. Railroad Ave., Rural Retreat, VA 24368
info@theruralretreatdepot.com
276-620-2572

Wednesday Night Old Time Mountain
Music Jam
6:30 - 9:00 PM • FREE
Every Wednesday night from 6:30 - 9:00 p.m.,
the Historic 1908 Courthouse sponsors an
Old time Mountain Music Jam. In the summer,
when the weather is nice, it is conducted in
the bandstand (Gazebo). If the weather is
threatening or cold, we move inside. Come join
us and bring your instrument or just a listening
ear!
HISTORIC 1908 COURTHOUSE
107 East Main Street, Independence, VA 24348
1908courthouse@gmail.com
276-773-3711

Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7
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Thur JUNE 13

FRI JUNE 14

Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit

Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Log Cabin” Community Quilt Exhibit
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Midday Mountain Music at the Blue Ridge
Music Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See Listing under June 8

Kick Back The Rug Old Time Square Dance
and Frolic
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM • FREE
This is a Community Social modeled after the
traditional summer socials circa 1900. There
will be a square dance, box supper, and ice
cream social. Local musicians will provide
music. A professional caller will guide visitors
through the basic moves in square dancing.
At intermission, there will be a traditional cake
walk, giving folks a chance to win home baked
cakes. Local fiber artists will demonstrate
spinning, weaving and/or quilting and offer
wares for sale, and offer a chance for visitors to
try their hands at one or more activities.
MATTHEWS LIVING HISTORY FARM
MUSEUM
476 White Pine Road, Galax, VA 24330
bdaniel1@vt,edu
276-235-4911

We Are the Music Makers
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Super Jam
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM • FREE
The Super Jam provides a cultural event where
experienced and novice musicians and dancers
come together. There will be stories about
the history of Appalachian music. The new
musicians will have the opportunity to learn
from the experienced musicians. Dancers will
enjoy the music and dance the flatfoot, clog,
square dance, etc. If you don’t dance or play
a musical instrument, no problem, take part in
the cake walk or just enjoy. Stomp your feet
clap your hands. You are a part of Appalachian
culture! Enjoy this event, and come back!
FRIES HISTORIC THEATER
Main St, Fries, VA 24330
willowhaus@yahoo.com
276-233-1104

Zone Reference

“Log Cabin” Community Quilt Exhibit
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Midday Mountain Music Jam at the Blue
Ridge Music Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

We Are the Music Makers
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Allison Gap Jamboree
6:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Music in the Park
7:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

SAT JUNE 15
Juneteenth Celebration
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM • FREE
Juneteenth is the celebration of the end of
slavery in the United States. Step back in time.
Hear the story of Sally, a five-year-old little
slave girl, as told by her granddaughter through
a video presentation, and learn about a local
landmark now known as Sallies Crying Tree.
Enjoy the music and songs performed by local
musicians, listen to poetry and view the work
of local artists in a place of worship, built by
former slaves and their descendants after the
Civil War, now known as the Mount Pleasant
Preservation Society, Inc. Museum.
MOUNT PLEASANT PRESERVATION INC.
SOCIETY MUSEUM
320 S. Main St. Marion, Virginia 24354
ebonius2002@yahoo.com
276-685-9184

“Log Cabin” Community Quilt Exhibit
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

event takes its name from National Heritage
Award recipient Wayne C. Henderson, a
musician and instrument maker who lives in
nearby Rugby, Virginia. Henderson’s top-notch
finger-picking is a source of great pleasure
and pride to his friends, family, and neighbors
in Grayson County, Virginia. His guitar playing
has also been enjoyed at Carnegie Hall, in three
national tours of Masters of the Steel-String
Guitar, and in seven nations of Europe, Asia
and Africa. Wayne and many of his musical
friends are featured performers at the festival,
with bluegrass and old-time music dominating
the program. The Wayne C. Henderson
Music Festival and Guitar Competition was
established in 1995 to express appreciation for
this living legend. A portion of the proceeds
from the festival are placed into a scholarship
fund to aid local young musicians in continuing
their educations. More than $237,950 has been
awarded through the 2018 festival.

GRAYSON HIGHLANDS STATE PARK
Grayson Highland Ln,
Mouth of Wilson, VA 24363
Andrew.Stern@dcr.virginia.gov
276-579-7092

Midday Mountain Music at the Blue Ridge
Music Center
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See Llisting under June 8

We Are the Music Makers
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Mountain Top Music: Hollow Ground
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
Big Walker Lookout welcomes Hollow Ground
to play on the front porch this Summer!
Come up and listen to the gospel music! The
performers donate their time and talent for
our enjoyment so all tips and donations are
accepted and encouraged! CD’s are available
for purchase. Bring your lawn chairs (or use
our picnic pavilion) and a picnic lunch, and get
ready for an afternoon of good music and fun!
Hot dogs, snacks, drinks, & delicious ice cream
are available for purchase. Big Walker Lookout
and BW Country Store features more than
25 artisans and musicians that demonstrate
their talents each weekend from May through
October. Local authors do book signings and
have books for sale all summer long.

BIG WALKER LOOKOUT &
BW COUNTRY STORE
8711 Stoney Fork RdWytheville, VA 24382
bigwalkermarketing@gmail.com
276-663-4016

Roots of American Music Museum Exhibit
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Wayne Henderson Music Festival & Guitar
Competition
10:00 AM - 7:00 PM • $20
On the third Saturday of every June at Grayson
Highlands State Park in Mouth of Wilson,
Virginia, the Wayne C. Henderson Music
Festival and Guitar Competition features some
of the region’s best traditional musicians. The
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schedule also
available online
mtnsofmusic.com

More than an attitude.
Truly a state of mind.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE OR CALL (804) 343-7539
ONE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION ONLY $24!
TWO-YEARS $40!

Subscribe today at
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Cherokee Music & Dance in the Southern
Appalachians
By Barbara Duncan

C

herokee elders say that Cherokees have lived in the mountains forever, that the Creator put them here and
gave them their songs and stories and dances and traditions. Archaeologists agree that people have lived in
the southern Appalachians for more than 14,000 years.
In the oldest Cherokee myths and legends, from the time when people and animals could talk to each other
and understand each other, they shared dances and songs. In one story, the rabbit escaped from the wolves by
making up a new dance that they wanted to learn, a dance that took him closer and closer to the edge of the
field, where he escaped with his life. In “The Daughter of the Sun,” the world is saved from eternal darkness and
destruction when Cherokee people are dancing to please the sun, and the drummers change the beat, making
the sun smile. Some legends say that if Cherokee people ever stop dancing, the world will end.
Traditional Cherokee dancers are led by singers, usually men who accompany themselves with drums and rattles.
Women provide an essential part of the dance music by wearing turtle shell rattles on their legs. Turtle shell
rattles have been found in caves in the original Cherokee homeland, four thousand years old, drilled with holes
to serve as musical instruments, filled with white quartz pebbles to create percussion. The oldest rivercane flute
found in the southern Appalachians is more than two thousand years old, and Cherokees still tell the story of
how the first flute came to be created, on Water Rock Knob.
At the time of European contact, in the 1500s, through the 1700s, Cherokee people were playing drums made
of hide stretched across a frame, water drums, and river cane flutes, and were using rattles made from gourds,
turtle shells, and animal hide. They sang songs to accompany dances, to sing babies to sleep, and to accompany
prayers. One visitor was greeted by four hundred Cherokee people playing flutes to welcome him to their town.
Cherokee land in Southwest Virginia was taken in treaties in 1768 (including land around present-day Hillsville),
1770 (present-day Wytheville and Abingdon), and 1775 (all the way to the Cumberland Gap). During the 1700s
Cherokees lost much of their land to treaties and wars and lost many of their people to European diseases. Their
culture also began changing as they chose to incorporate materials and items from Europe, obtained by trading
deerskins, ginseng, baskets and corn.
By 1800, the Cherokees had a well-developed tradition of fiddle playing and accounts of Cherokee gatherings at
councils in their towns and for their nation all include descriptions of fiddling and dancing along with traditional
dancing. At the last national council meetings held before the Trail of Tears, Cherokee people held traditional
dances accompanied by drums and rattles, they played fiddles and danced, and they sang Christian hymns.
These traditions have all continued through the twenty-first century, despite many difficulties. In the 1880s,
federal legislation outlawed dancing for all Indian tribes. The right to practice dances as part of traditional
religion was only guaranteed in 1979 by the Native American Religious Freedom Act.
Today, Cherokee people continue all of these musical traditions. They continue to sing ancient songs and
perform traditional dances. The Warriors of AniKituhwa, a dance group, are official cultural ambassadors for the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and have revitalized the Welcome Dance/War Dance. The Oconaluftee Indian
Village and the outdoor drama include traditional dance in their performances for visitors. Festivals like the
Cherokee Voices Festival and Cherokee Fall Fair include dance performances.
Powwow dancing may be the style most familiar to the public. Powwows began as pan-Indian events in the
twentieth century. Throughout the United States and Canada, people from all tribes gather at these public
events to compete in dances, wearing elaborate regalia. Most of these dances originated with tribes from the
Great Plains. Drum groups sing in unison while drumming on a large central drum to accompany dancing.
In the twentieth century, Cherokee fiddling reached a high point with the music of Manco Sneed, a member of
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians who lived on the Qualla Boundary. His intricate, syncopated melodies and
arrangements are now part of the old time fiddle music repertoire. At least one of the tunes he played, “Snowbird
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on the Ashbank,” is attributed to Junaluska, a Cherokee hero who walked home to western North Carolina after
being taken on the Trail of Tears in 1838. Today Cherokee youth are learning his tunes in after-school traditional
music programs sponsored by the North Carolina Arts Council and Museum of the Cherokee Indian.
The first Cherokee Hymn Book was published in 1829, and Cherokee people still sing these hymns. Many are set
to shape-note melodies and arrangements, sung by quartets and choirs. These hymns helped keep Cherokee
language alive and are helping to revitalize it today.
Cherokee flute music has experienced a revival beginning in the 1980s with the research of Eddie Bushyhead on
the rivercane flute. Today Cherokees are making and playing flutes with old styles and original tunes.
Throughout the three federally-recognized Cherokee tribes, the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians in North
Carolina; the Cherokee Nation in Oklahoma; and the United Keetoowah Band in Oklahoma, Cherokee people play
a variety of music today. Classic country music and square dances; shaped-note gospel and southern gospel;
Native American flute music; blues; rock and roll; rap and hip hop are all played and enjoyed. A young hip hop
artist in the Eastern Band sees his music as a continuation of traditional storytelling.
The music, the dances, the songs, and the people continue.
Author Barbara Duncan is the Education Director at the Museum of the Cherokee Indian in
Cherokee, North Carolina. She received her Ph.D. in Folklore and Folklife from the University
of Pennsylvania in 1982. Her book Living Stories of the Cherokee received the Thomas Wolfe
Literary Award and World Storytelling Award.

Join the Jam
in the East Zone!

Blacksburg Market Square Jam

For area information
(540) 394-4470
www.GoToMontVA.com
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Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Montgomery,
Patrick, and Pulaski Counties and the City of Radford

crooked road concerts
SAT june 8
Cube for a brief demo and discussion of the ideas and
the technology behind the Cube Dance.

Photo by Anne Elise Thomas – Rendering by Zach Duer

CUBE DANCE (SQUARE DANCE
CUBED!) LED BY THE HOORAH
CLOGGERS WITH CALLER LP KELLY
AND THE HAPPY HOLLOW STRING
BAND.
Sponsored by:

2:00 PM • Free Admission with
ticket
Hosted by: Blacksburg Hoorah
Cloggers, Moss Art Center and the Institute for
Creativity, Arts, and Technology (ICAT)
Location: The Cube at the Moss Arts Center, 190
Alumni Mall, Blacksburg.

EVENT EXTRAS:
1:30 PM: Ticketholders can join Cube Dance creators
Zach Duer, Anne Elise Thomas and Jen Barton in the

53 • mtnsofmusic.com

It’s an old-time traditional square dance – Cubed!
The Cube Dance combines Blacksburg’s strong
local tradition of Appalachian square dance
with the cutting-edge creativity of the region’s
premier research university. Take part in a first-ever
community dance experiment in the Cube, ICAT’s
state-of-the-art theatre and high-tech laboratory.
Dancers at this family square dance will take turns
putting on wearable sensors; their movements
through the square dance figures will be captured
by the Cube’s infrared cameras. The motion-capture
data will be visualized by artist Zach Duer and
projected in real time onto elevated screens. What
will these patterns look like? Perhaps a cross between
a kaleidoscope and moving squares on an old-time
Appalachian quilt?
This dance features live old-time music by the Happy
Hollow String Band (Emily Reisinger, Chris Dunavant,
Jen Barton, and Sam Leary) and calling by LP Kelly,
as well as a performance (with motion capture)
by the Hoorah Cloggers. Welcoming all ages and
abilities. Dance instruction provided, no partner or
experience necessary.
Note: Tickets for the dance are free of charge on a
first come-first served basis and may be obtained
from the Moss Center Box office by calling (540) 2315300.
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sun june 9
Photo courtesy of
Michael Coleman

Photo by Mary McClellan

DOYLE LAWSON & QUICKSILVER
GOSPEL CONCERT
3:30 PM • $15 ADVANCE • $20 AFTER MAY 31 • $10
CHILDREN (12 AND UNDER).
Hosted by: Slate Mt. Evangelical Presbyterian Church.
Location: 239 Rock Church Road, Meadows of Dan,
Virginia 24120.
EVENT EXTRAS:
10:00 AM: Church service by Pastor Jeff Dalton.
12:00 PM: Church Pot-Luck Lunch. To partake of the
pot-luck lunch, contact Pastor Jeff Dalton at (540)
789-7324. Donations for the pot-luck are welcome.
Led by a legend in bluegrass music, Doyle Lawson
& Quicksilver has been at the forefront of both the
bluegrass world and the world of bluegrass gospel. As
reining IBMA Vocal Group of the Year, they will present
their soaring harmonies and brilliant arrangements of
a cappella and instrument-accompanied gospel songs
in a perfect setting – Slate Mt. Evangelical Presbyterian
Church just off the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Slate Mt. Church is one of six rock churches on the
National Historic Registry built in the early 1900s by
the congregations of Pastor Bob Childress, whose
remarkable ministry was chronicled in the book “The
Man Who Moved A Mountain.” This event will be one
of the fullest and richest experiences available during
the Homecoming, and also includes presentations
by church historians, and musical entertainment
presented by the Church.

Photo courtesy of
Virginia Tourism Corporation

Photo by Katie Jamieson

“REMEMBERING DOC”: WITH
T. MICHAEL COLEMAN, WAYNE
HENDERSON, JACK LAWRENCE, JEFF
LITTLE
7:30 PM • $15 ADVANCE • $20 AFTER MAY 31 • $10
CHILDREN (12 AND OTHER).
Hosted by: The Moss Arts Center at Virginia Tech.
Location: 190 Alumni Mall, Blacksburg, VA 24060.
EVENT EXTRAS:
5:00 to 6:00 PM: “Doc’s Legacy” – Presentation by
Appalachian scholar Ted Olson on the legacy of Doc
Watson and the new 4-CD box set of recordings from
Doc’s career.
6:00 to 6:45 PM: “Sharing Memories” – Concert artists
and audience share memories of Doc in the Cube.
6:45 to 7:15: Performance in the lobby by the
Montgomery County JAM Youth Program. Free
Admission.
“Sharing Memories” and “Doc’s Legacy” are free, and
on a first-come, first-served basis, but to guarantee
your seat, register through the Moss Arts Center box
office at www.artscenter@vt.edu or by calling 540-2315300.
Doc Watson is an iconic figure in American music and
despite his passing in 2012, his impact is still felt far
and wide. This concert by those who performed with
Doc and counted him a close friend will be a chance
for everyone who loved Doc to share in a celebration
of his life and music. On stage playing together for
Doc will be his longtime bassist T. Michael Coleman
and guitar companion Jack Lawrence, and Doc’s good
friends Jeff Little on piano and Wayne Henderson on
guitar.
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Located on the campus of Virginia Tech, the Moss
Arts Center features a state-of-the-art performance
hall and visual arts galleries. The Center hosts a full
schedule of national and international professional arts
programming year-round.

MON june 10
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of musicians includes Richard Bowman, Nate Leath
and Aila Wildman on fiddles; Victor Furtado on banjo;
Wayne Henderson on guitar; Eli Wildman on mandolin;
John Hollandsworth on autoharp; and Martha Spencer
on bass. Reynolds Homestead, the historical home
of the R. J. Reynolds tobacco family, preserves and
presents the stories of the family and the associated
enslaved community at Rock Spring Plantation.

TUES june 11
GALAX OLD FIDDLER’S CONVENTION
“BEST ALL-AROUND PERFORMERS”
CONCERT
Sponsored by:
7:30 PM • $15 ADVANCE • $20
Galax Moose
AFTER MAY 31 • $10 CHILDREN 12
Lodge #733
AND UNDER
Hosted by: Reynolds Homestead
Location: 463 Homestead Ln., Critz
EVENT EXTRAS:
6:15 to 7:15 PM: “The Granddaddy of Them All.” Oscar
Hall has worked and managed the Old Fiddler’s
Convention for the Galax Moose Lodge for over 50
years and he will be joined by the musicians for a
conversation about the Fiddler’s Convention through
the years. Historic photos of the Old Fiddler’s
Convention will be available for viewing at the
Reynolds Homestead. Artwork related to the Old
Fiddler’s Convention by renowned pencil-artist Willard
Gayheart will also be on display at the concert.
For more than 80 years each August, Galax Moose
Lodge #733 has hosted many of the most talented
old-time and bluegrass music performers to compete
in the Galax Old Fiddler’s Convention for prize
money and the distinction of being judged by a panel
of experts as the finest practitioner on particular
instruments and styles. Of all the first-place winners
on individual instruments, only one can claim the very
highest honor each year – being named “Best AllAround Performer” of the Old Fiddler’s Convention.
The Homecoming will bring a group of these Best
All-Around Performers together for a special concert
at the Reynolds Homestead to celebrate the legacy
of the Galax Old Fiddler’s Convention. In addition
to individual performances, this Who’s Who list of
traditional artists will join together to perform as an
all-star old time string band. The award-winning lineup
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FEAST AND FROLIC AT THE FARM –
FEASTIVAL WITH SQUARE DANCE BY
CALLER PHIL LOUER AND THE INDIAN
RUN STRINGBAND

Festival Series
Sponsored by:

5:30 PM • $70 Feastival & Square
Dance
$10 Square Dance Only (8:00 PM)
Hosted by: Susan Sink, Sinkland
Farms and the Montgomery Museum
of Art & History
Location: Sinkland Farms, 3020
Riner Road, Christiansburg

Local Sponsor:

Enjoy a farm-to-table dinner on a scenic 125-acre
mountain farm, then dance the night away in the
barn to toe-tapping tunes and lively dance calls. No
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experience necessary! Starting with a social hour
under the stars (with craft beer from the Sinkland
Farms Brewery), guests will then enjoy a meal
prepared from local ingredients and highlighting local
food traditions prepared by classically French trained
Chef Rachel Doyle. Following dinner, demonstrations
of local dance heritage give guests time to digest and
prepare for dancing! In the barn, you can participate
in (or just watch) traditional square and round dances
with the guidance of an expert dance caller and
teacher Phil Louer to music provided by the Indian
Run Stringband. Join us for great food, music, dance,
and company—and see one of Southwest Virginia’s
most successful agritourism ventures. Fun for the
whole family.
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or as musicians with their own careers, these artists
have carried the music of the Stanley’s to whole new
generations just now discovering the style of music
that Dr. Ralph always referred to as “mountain music.”
Before, during, and after the concert enjoy browsing
the authentic Floyd Country Store, a gathering place
in the community for over 100 years and home to the
world-famous Friday Night Jamboree.

SAT june 15

THURS june 13

STANLEY BROTHERS ALL STAR BAND
– RALPH STANLEY II, DON RIGSBY,
RANDALL HIBBITTS, JUNIOR SISK,
TOMMY BROWN, DEWEY BROWN
7:30 PM • $20 ADVANCE • $25 AFTER MAY 31 • $12
CHILDREN (12 AND UNDER).
Hosted by: Floyd Country Store.
Location: 206 S Locust St, Floyd, VA 24091.
EVENT EXTRAS:
6:00 PM: “The Music of the Stanley Brothers” will be a
gathering of the artists to talk about the impact of the
legendary Stanley Brothers on their music and lives.
Free admission.
6:45 PM: Youth program performance by Floyd JAMS.
This special gathering of musicians who cut their teeth
on the music of Carter and Ralph, the Stanley Brothers,
was one of the most popular concerts from the 2018
Homecoming and deserved to be shared again. As
members of Ralph Stanley’s Clinch Mountain Boys

BILL MONROE’S “SONS OF
BLUEGRASS”: BILLY BAKER, ROBERT
BOWLIN, MIKE COMPTON, TOM
EWING, BUTCH ROBINS & Doug
Hutchens
7:30 PM • $20 ADVANCE • $25 AFTER MAY 31 • $12
CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER.
Hosted by: The Harvester Performance Center.
Location: 450 Franklin St, Rocky Mount, VA 24151.
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EVENT EXTRAS:
5:30 PM – Presentation on Bill Monroe by Monroe
biographer Tom Ewing. Free admission.
6:00 PM – “The Bill Monroe Legacy,” featuring stories
about Bill Monroe by the artists. Free admission.
6:45 PM: Youth program performance by Franklin
County JAM Youth Program
Bill Monroe, the revered Father of Bluegrass,
considered his Blue Grass Boys band a training
ground for musicians, and the lengthy list of the
artists who performed in it comprises a Who’s Who
of bluegrass musicians. This concert brings together
musicians who shared the road and the stage with
Monroe for a celebration of his enduring body of
music. Banjoist Butch Robins, fiddler Billy Baker, and
bassist Doug Hutchens hail from Southwest Virginia.
They will be joined by Ohio guitarist Tom Ewing,
Illinois fiddler Robert Bowlin, and mandolinist Mike
Compton of the Nashville Bluegrass Band, whose
intimate understanding of the Monroe mandolin style
completes the ensemble.
The Harvester Performance Center has been a
transformative venue in downtown Rocky Mount,
bringing in visitors from near and far to enjoy some
of the finest musical entertainment year-round. The
venue is known for its outstanding acoustics and is a
venue sought after by top bill artists who have heard
about it from other performers.

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA MUSIC

DOC WATSON: “TRADITIONAL PLUS”
By Ted Olson

B

lind from infancy, Arthel “Doc” Watson (1923-2012) was among
the most acclaimed American roots musicians active during
the second half of the 20th Century, and he remains influential
and legendary in the 21st Century. A master of two acoustic
guitar styles (flat-picking and finger-style) and highly skilled
at playing old-time banjo and harmonica, Watson was also an
expressive singer who possessed a resonant baritone voice and an
extensive repertoire of traditional and contemporary songs.

A native of Deep Gap, North Carolina, Doc was already a veteran
performer in 1960—having been lead guitarist and vocalist in a
local country band through much of the 1950s—when he met
Ralph Rinzler. A folklorist and musician, Rinzler had traveled that
Photo courtesy of Michael Coleman
year to the Blue Ridge to document the music of Clarence “Tom”
Ashley, a 1920s recording act who lived in Shouns, Tennessee, near the North Carolina border. Ashley invited
several musicians to participate in those 1960 field recording sessions held at his house, including Doc. Amazed
by Doc’s musicianship and unique approach to playing traditional music (interpreting older songs and tunes with
sensitivity to the old-time styles but with modern flair), Rinzler arranged a series of concerts in major cities for a
band fronted by Ashley and showcasing Doc. Wowing audiences with his finesse on the guitar, Doc began what
proved to be a five-decade-long career as a nationally prominent recording and touring act.
A solo act for several years (his debut solo album was released in 1964), Doc subsequently toured and recorded a
series of albums as part of a duo with his guitar-playing son Merle. After Merle’s death in 1985, Doc continued to tour
and record as a headliner accompanied by other talented musicians, including bassist/singer T. Michael Coleman,
guitarist Jack Lawrence, guitarist Richard Watson (Merle’s son), and multi-instrumentalist/singer David Holt.
Doc often performed with other leading musicians, including The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Clarence White,
Earl Scruggs, Bill Monroe, Jean Ritchie, Chet Atkins, Sam Bush, Mark O’Connor, Marty Stuart, Ricky Skaggs,
Alison Krauss, and Bryan Sutton. In 1988, Doc participated in the creation of the roots music festival known
as MerleFest in honor his son Merle. Held annually the last weekend in April at Wilkes Community College in
Wilkesboro, North Carolina, MerleFest grew to be one of the largest music festivals in the US, with Doc’s annual
MerleFest performance always a highlighted event.
Doc’s music was difficult to categorize, as he performed an eclectic repertoire he dubbed “traditional plus”—
traditional music (including a range of ballads, blues, and breakdowns) plus anything else he felt like playing
(including covers of songs by contemporary singer-songwriters). Managed by Folklore Productions (a leading
artist management company) and attracting and maintaining a diverse and geographically dispersed audience,
Doc simultaneously impressed music critics, music industry officials, and politicians. In 1997 he was awarded the
National Medal of Arts, while in 2000 he was inducted into the International Bluegrass Music Association Hall of
Fame, and in 2004 he was the recipient of a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award.
In 2019, to honor Doc’s musical legacy, Craft Recordings is releasing a retrospective boxed set featuring a book
and four CDs (containing approximately 100 of Doc’s greatest recordings from throughout his career). This set
will offer a comprehensive portrayal of Doc’s life in music.
Ted Olson is the author of Blue Ridge Folklife,
a study of Blue Ridge culture, and a Grammy
Award-nominated music historian.
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FRI JUNE 7
ROAM Sites on Bikes
SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR OWN BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
Hop on a ROAM NRV bicycle and take a
self-pedaled tour of the Huckleberry Trail.
This 8-mile linear park connects the towns of
Blacksburg, Christiansburg and Montgomery
County. There is plenty to see including the
Coal Miner’s Heritage Park, “pocket” parks
such as: Talbot Park, nature walks, Heritage
Community Park, and Gateway Park; the
“gateway” to the Jefferson National Park.
Photograph, identify, or just plain enjoy the
interesting plants and wildlife along the
way! Don’t forget to head into town for
refreshment. Grab a bike at one of the 12
bike sharing stations located in the towns of
Blacksburg, Christiansburg and the Virginia
Tech campus. Visit http://gotchabike.com/
roamnrv/ for information on how and where to
access the bicycles. Download the VAMONDE
phone app or pick up a descriptive brochure
at the Christiansburg Recreation Center,
Blacksburg Library, Montgomery Museum, and
Montgomery County Government Center.
HUCKLEBERRY TRAIL
Trailheads include: 200 Miller Street,
Blacksburg; 751 Merrimac Road, Blacksburg;
782 New River Road, Christiansburg; 1600
North Franklin Street, Christiansburg.
info@GotoMontVA.com
540-394-4470

Stuart Farmers’ Market
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM • FREE
Join us for our local farmers’ market. For
a small town, we have a wide selection of
vendors with produce, meats, eggs, baked
items, goat cheese, locally produced crafts.
STUART FARMERS’ MARKET
320 Chestnut Avenue, Stuart VA 24171
276-694-3811

Symbol key
LOCAL CONCERT

DANCE
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“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
“Crooked Road Royalty” highlights the
careers of four powerhouse groups - the
Hill Billies, the Stoneman Family, the Carter
Family, and the Stanley Brothers. Visitors
explore the rich variety of roots music
western Virginians sing and play—fiddle-andbanjo tunes, bluegrass, ballads of love and
death, sentimental mountain songs, blues,
and gospel. The exhibitions include rare film
footage and photographs.
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BLUE RIDGE INSTITUTE AND MUSEUM
Ferrum College, 20 Museum Drive,
Ferrum, VA 24088
bri@ferrum.edu
540-365-4416

Quilt Exhibit

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
Quilts have been a major part of life in the
Appalachian Mountains for hundreds of years.
Traditional as well as some more modern quilts
will be on display at Quilted Colors during The
Mountains of Music Homecoming Celebration.
Some quilts have been used to send secret
messages, communicate emotions, and some
were simply meant to be used for practical
purposes. Enjoy the variety and immerse
yourself in the vivid fabric of our culture. Some
quilts are for display only while others are
available for purchase. There is no charge for
admission and no purchase necessary.
QUILTED COLORS
107 N. Main Street, Stuart, VA 24171
quiltedcolors@centurylink.net
276-694-3020

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
The first exhibit of its kind in Virginia!
“Souvenirs of Virginia” explains why we love to
collect trinkets, lots of examples of souvenirs
throughout the Old Dominion, and how
collecting has changed throughout the years.
This is guaranteed to be a fun exhibit for the
entire family!
BLUE RIDGE INSTITUTE AND MUSEUM
Ferrum College, 20 Museum Drive,
Ferrum, VA 24088
bri@ferrum.edu
540-365-4416

Guitar, Fiddle and Ukulele Making
Demo and Impromptu Jam
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM • FREE
This demonstration of guitar, fiddle and
ukulele-making processes will take place in an
active instrument production studio in Floyd
County. A picking porch overlooking the Little
River awaits participants for jamming. Banjos,
ukuleles, guitars, mandolins, fiddles and a
bass will be available to play. Strings, tuners,
instruments, cases, and repair parts will be
available for purchase. Windy Hill StringWorks
produces professional-level instruments, which
includes more than 300 guitars, 20 fiddles, 4
banjos, 30 ukuleles and 2 mandolins. Other
days and times available by appointment.
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would end up as firewood and mill them with
our sawmill, using a 5’ ripping chain. Slabs
are dried for years, both outdoors and in a
kiln. Our one-of-a-kind furniture is made with
much traditional joinery, and is finely finished.
Woodworking demos all day. From slab
stools, to beds, tables, and cutting boards,
there’s something for everyone! Take home a
piece of Virginia!
PHOENIX HARDWOODS
WOODWORKING SHOP
2540 Floyd Hwy. North Floyd, VA 24091
hardwoods@swva.net
540-745-6403

Americana Idol

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM • 30-MINUTE SESSION
IS $25
Be a bluegrass star or a mountain music
sensation. Come to Pulaski’s Doty Studios to
capture your premier as a performer. We’ll
have a live band in session. All you need to
do is book a time to be our lead singer (or a
traveling band). This professional studio will
capture your performance (using karaoke
style lyrics) and provide you with a DVD
of your performance. Thirty minutes, by
appointment only.
DOTY STUDIOS
61 W Main St, Pulaski, VA 24301
pulaskionmain@gmail.com
540-440-8773

FULL Weekend Beginner Flatfoot
workshop with Linda Block
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM • FRIDAY ONLY, $40;
FULL WEEKEND $175
Tired of sitting on the sidelines while others
play music? Learn to Flatfoot so you can
dance! Friday is an open introductory
workshop, so expect a larger group. The
weekend experience will be limited to 15
dancers. (Children ages 10 and above are
welcome if accompanied by a participating
parent.) The 2 hour Flatfooting introduction
workshop on Friday, June 7th includes
a ticket to the Jamboree at the Floyd
Country Store and the cost is $40. The FULL
Weekend Flatfooting Immersion cost is $175/
$185 after May 25th. Linda Block will provide
instruction. Linda has taught Appalachian
Clogging/Flat Foot classes for adults, seniors,
and elementary students and has worked as
an instructor at the John C. Campbell Folk
School. She has performed with numerous
Appalachian Clogging teams and currently
dances with the infamous Green Grass
Cloggers (since 2009). Over the years, she
has placed 1st or 2nd in several solo clogging
competitions.

WINDY HILL STRINGWORKS
River Farm Studios, 442 Sowers Mill Dam Rd.
NE, Riner, VA 24149
mearsman2@aol.com
703-731-6846

FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
206 S Locust St, Floyd, VA 24091
stephanie@handmademusicschool.com
540-745-4563

Woodworking Shop Open House

Crooked Road Music Festival

10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
Come visit our woodworking shop and see
how we make furniture from local Virginia
hardwoods! We often start with trees that

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM • $35
Primland will host the Third Annual “Crooked
Road Music Weekend” from June 7-9. The
event is at our historic Stables Saloon - an
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official venue of the Crooked Road Music
Trail. There will be live bluegrass music each
night alongside our famous Chuckwagon
Buffett. Sunday, June 9th is the premier day
of the event, with music starting at 4:00 and
culminating with the main act from 6:30 –
8:30 p.m.. Stevie Barr will play each of the 3
days with various bands.

STABLES SALOON
2000 Busted Rock Rd.,
Meadows of Dan, VA 24120
tdalton@primland.com
276-222-3829

First Friday Summer Jam Series

6:00 PM - 10:00 PM • $5
First Friday Summer Jam Series, Stuart
Farmers’ Market and Amphitheatre,
Downtown Stuart, VA. June featured artist:
bluegrass band South Hill Banks. Presented
by Patrick County Tourism, WHEO Radio and
One Family Productions. Live music, food
truck, beer, wine, soft drinks, water.

STUART FARMERS’ MARKET &
AMPHITHEATER
320 Chestnut Avenue, Stuart, VA 24171
wheo1270am@gmail.com
276-694-3114

2019 Virginia Cheese Fest Farm to
Table Dinner
6:30 PM - 9:30 PM • $79
The third annual Virginia Cheese Fest Farm to
Table dinner will feature live music, delightful
wines and flavorful farm fresh dishes
highlighting local cheese prepared by Shaena
Muldoon and her team at the Palisades
Restaurant. The event is organized by the
Blacksburg Partnership and their sponsors
Guests are invited to attend this scrumptious
farm to table dinner to learn how local
ingredients make it from the farm to their
fork, and why selections are paired to bring
together the flavors of dishes and wines.
THE HISTORIC SMITHFIELD PLANTATION
1000 Smithfield Plantation Road,
Blacksburg, VA 24060
marissa@blacksburgpartnership.org
540-443-2008

The Friday Night Jamboree at The
Floyd Country Store
6:30 PM - 10:30 PM • $8 AT THE DOOR, $12
RESERVED SEATING (ADVANCE PURCHASE
ONLY)
The Floyd Country Store has become a
traditional gathering place on Friday nights for
musicians, dancers, and visitors from all over
the world. The Friday Night Jamboree is an
outstanding and authentic experience shared
by old-timers and new visitors alike. During
the warmer months, the Jamboree becomes
something of a miniature fiddler’s convention,
with bands playing in the alleys, driveways
and parking lots. So, come see us at the
Jamboree! It’s an experience you won’t soon
forget! If a seat is important to you please
come early. Doors open at 4:45 p.m.
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ROAM Sites on Bikes
THE FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
206 South Locust St, Floyd, VA 24091
info@floydcountrystore.com
540-745-4563

SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR OWN BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
See listing description under June 7

Willis Gap Community Center
Open Jam

Kid’s Pollinator Garden

7:00 PM - 10:00 PM • DONATIONS
The Willis Gap Community Open Jam has
been jamming for about 20 years. Join with
acoustic Instruments, old-time, country,
bluegrass, gospel music, and dancing! There
will be a 50/50 drawing. The kitchen will be
open serving hot dogs, chili and slaw, chips,
candy, snack cakes, popcorn, coffee, hot
chocolate, and soda.
WILLIS GAP COMMUNITY CENTER
144 The Hollow Road, Ararat, VA 24053
marhill196648@yahoo.com
276-692-6561

SAT JUNE 8
For the Birds: a Bird Walk along
Peak Creek
7:00 AM - 9:00 AM • FREE
Pulaski may be a former industrial town,
but we have a unique water feature running
through our town: Peak Creek. A path follows
the creek for several miles before connecting
with the New River Trail State Park. This
guided tour on a section of the Virginia
Birding and Wildlife Trail will feature birds of
the woods, field, and water along the creek
and trail. Please call ahead to register - 540440-8773. Rain date Sunday, June 9.
DORA TRAIL, TRAILHEAD
20 S. Washington Ave, Pulaski, VA 24301
pulaskionmain@gmail.com
540-440-8773

New Town “Gospel Sing”

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM • FREE
A traditional “Gospel Sing” featuring local
and regional gospel groups and choirs will
be hosted under a tent at the St Luke & Odd
Fellows Hall (Blacksburg’s museum of African
American Culture). Along with the ‘sing’ will
be a panel discussion by original residents
of the historic neighborhood of “New Town”
with discussions about the music and culture
of the area before desegregation.

ST LUKE & ODD FELLOWS HALL
203 Gilbert St., Blacksburg, VA 24060
rmorgan@blacksburghistory.org
540-443-1601
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9:00 AM • FREE
Engage children and their parent(s)/
guardian(s) to create a pollinator garden on
an established area of lawn at the Blue Ridge
Heritage Education Center site. Demonstrate
a complete process of making a 10-foot by
10-foot perennial flower garden to benefit
wildlife. Experts from Extension, Master
Gardeners and Master Naturalists will guide
the process from start to finish. All materials/
tools supplied. Event held rain or shine.
BLUE RIDGE HERITAGE EDUCATION
CENTER
920 Rock Castle Gorge Road, Floyd, VA
24091
wynbtyk@embarqmail.com
540-570-3511

Quilt Exhibit
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Blue Ridge Farm Museum
10:00AM - 4:30 PM • $4.00 PER PERSON
Immerse your senses in 1800 rural Blue Ridge
life at the BRI&M’s Blue Ridge Farm Museum,
a re-created Virginia-German farmstead.
Join our costumed interpreters in a host
of household and farm chores, including
preparing meals over the open hearth, driving
oxen, blacksmithing, and tending heirloom
gardens and historic breeds of animals.
BLUE RIDGE FARM MUSEUM AT
FERRUM COLLEGE
20 Museum Drive, Ferrum, VA 24088
bri@ferrum.edu
540-365-4416

Experience Solitude as Contested
Space through Its Folklife, Folk
Music, and Folklore
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
Experience the multiethnic and multiracial
folklife heritage of the Solitude site on the
Virginia Tech campus through European,
African, and Native American music, material
lore, storytelling, crafts, and food traditions
of Virginia’s New River Valley from the
ante bellum period through the Jim Crow
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era. Expect West African food samplings,
mid-18th century fare of the rich and poor
Germans and Scotch-Irish of the area, and
tastes of the Native American cuisines
of the region. Listen to, or participate
in, storytelling, music, and dances from
these different traditions as well. Metal,
wood, and fiber craft demonstrators will
also be available to show how to make
fireplace pokers, weave and dye cloth, and
make various children’s dolls and whistles.
Updated tours of the site will also be
available. The Solitude events are sponsored
by the Solitude Preservation Fund and
Virginia Tech’s Appalachian Studies Program.
SOLITUDE
705 West Campus Drive, Virginia Tech,
Blacksburg, VA 24061
apucket@vt.edu
540-231-9526 or 540-239-3600

FULL Weekend Beginner Flatfoot
workshop with Linda Block
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM • INCLUDES LUNCH
AT THE FLOYD COUNTRY STORE AND A
TICKET TO THE SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE
BAND
FULL WEEKEND $175/$185 AFTER
5/25/2019
See listing description under June 7

Guitar, Fiddle and Ukulele Making
Demo and Impromptu Jam
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Woodworking Shop Open House
10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Apple Ridge Farm Homecoming
10:00 PM - 6:00 PM • $15 AGES 12 AND UP;
FREE FOR KIDS UNDER 12
Apple Ridge Farm kicks off summer with
quality music, food, and outdoor experiences.
An eclectic mix of down-home music will
take place in the afternoon. Admission
includes the following outdoor activities: zip
lining and climbing wall, obstacle course,
trails, and aquatic studies.

APPLE RIDGE FARM
9230 Pine Forest Road,
Copper Hill, VA 24079
alisha@appleridge.org
540-982-1322

SAve the date
Mountains of Music Homecoming

june 12-20, 2020

Photo by Jean Skipper

Our heritage still shines!

FranklinCountyMoonshineHeritage.com
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Tracing Our Roots: A Tour of
Laurel Branch Road

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM • $20
The tour begins in the Topeco community
and explores the scenic 7.38 miles of Laurel
Branch Road and about five miles of Floyd
Highway S as the bus tour returns to its
starting point. Additional points of interest
on side roads add to the written narrative
provided by the tour’s creator and guide,
Janet Slusher Keith, who grew up on a
Virginia Century Farm on Laurel Branch
Road. The Topeco and Laurel Branch
communities grew as early families built their
homes, farms, churches, and schools. The
anguish of the Civil War era remains in the
cemeteries and the stories: from raids and
epidemics, to sheltering deserters, to Union
Gen. George Stoneman’s army camping on
Shelor and Bishop Meadows after emptying
smokehouses, granaries, and barns along
the Pike from the Hylton Plantation to
Jacksonville.

1:00 PM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

TOPECO CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
(use of church bus for tour)
3460 Floyd Highway S, Floyd, VA 24091
happyhills23312@gmail.com
540-789-7552

Court Days
3:00 PM - 9:00 PM • FREE
Court Days is a long standing cultural
event in Franklin County. It was the day the
traveling circuit court judge came to town. It
is remembered as a day of meeting friends,
making music, trading goods, and “taking
care of business”. To promote our history of
music, local and regional bands, emphasizing
traditional bluegrass, will perform at The
Farmers Market in Downtown. Family friendly
games, a Kids Zone activity center, a vintage
car display, and multiple food and craft
vendors will be available for all to enjoy. And,
there will be plenty of room for dancing!

DOWNTOWN ROCKY MOUNT
Franklin Street, Rocky Mount, VA 24151
donnara3@gmail.com
540-420-8391

Crooked Road Music Festival
6:00 PM - 8:30 PM • $35
See listing description under June 7

SUN JUNE 9
Blue Ridge Farm Museum
1:00 PM – 4:30 PM • $4 PER PERSON
See listing description under June 8

ROAM Sites on Bikes
SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR OWN BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
See listing description under June 7
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FULL Weekend Beginner Flatfoot
workshop with Linda Block
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM AND STAY FOR THE
SUNDAY OLD TIME JAM • FULL WEEKEND
$175/$185 AFTER 5/25/2019
See listing description under June 7

Guitar, Fiddle and Ukulele Making
Demo and Impromptu Jam
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Woodworking Shop Open House
10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Chateau Morrisette Presents
Sunday Sounds with Hot Trail Mix
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THE FLOYD COUNTRY STORE
206 South Locust St., Floyd, VA 24091
info@floydcountrystore.com
540-745-4563

Crooked Road Music Festival
4:00 PM - 8:30 PM • $35
See listing description under June 7

Mountains of Music Open Mic
Night
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM • FREE
As you may know, Floyd is one of the most
talented communities of musicians in Virginia.
We come together to play, laugh, love and
encourage others to join in on our weekly
gathering for Open Mic Night at the Dogtown
Roadhouse Music Venue. The most exciting
part about it is that you never know what to
expect on stage. We’ve seen folk, funk, blues,
rock, metal, jazz, poetry, puppets, and humor
on stage. Some are amateurs, some are world
class. Regardless, guests often sing along,
dance to the rhythms, or even plug in their
own instruments on stage.
DOGTOWN ROADHOUSE
302 S Locust St, Floyd, VA 24091
chaz.dogtown@gmail.com
540-745-6836

MON JUNE 10
ROAM Sites on Bikes

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM • FREE
Hot Trail Mix, an innovative Bluegrass Band
out of Boone, North Carolina, performs
a variety of original and cover music and
features guitar, mandolin, banjo, fiddle, bass,
and vocals. Hot Trail Mix has performed at
IBMA, Floydfest, Merlefest, Richmond Folk
Fest, the Finger Lakes Grassroots Festival
and more. Bring your lawn chairs and spend
the afternoon listening to this energetic
cast of musicians. Food and wine available
for purchase. No outside food or alcohol
allowed. Pets on a leash are welcome.

SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR WON BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
See listing description under June 7

CHATEAU MORRISETTE WINERY AND
RESTAURANT
287 Winery Road SW, Floyd, VA 24091
satkins@thedogs.com
540-593-2865

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Old Time & Bluegrass Jam at The
Floyd Country Store
1:30 PM - 6:00 PM • FREE
Join us at the Floyd Country Store every
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. for the Sunday Music
Jam! 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. for Old-Time
Music Jam, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00pm for Bluegrass
Jam. The Sunday jam is open and free for
everyone. Bring your instrument and join
in the music or grab some food and be our
audience!

“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”
Quilt Exhibit
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Woodworking Shop Open House
10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

EAST ZONE

EAST ZONE

TUES JUNE 11
ROAM Sites on Bikes
SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR OWN BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Quilt Exhibit
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Woodworking Shop Open House
10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Town-to-town Pedal Down
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM • $30/PER PERSON BIKE
RENTAL
This guided bike ride takes adventurers from
downtown Pulaski to downtown Draper
and back again. The 16-mile round trip is
completely trail-based. We’ll ride the Dora
Trail to the New River Trail State Park, which
we’ll follow to the little town of Draper
(6 miles) where tour members can enjoy
shopping, a soft drink, and fun. A SAG vehicle
can carry purchases back to your destination
in Pulaski.

EAST ZONE

THE MARKETPLACE AT THE HISTORIC
TRAIN DEPOT IN PULASKI
20 S. Washington Ave, Pulaski, VA 24301
pulaskionmain@gmail.com
540-440-8773

Down Home Jam featuring Sue
Nester & Friends
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM • FREE
Join us for a Down Home Jam featuring
Sue Nester and Friends. Participants are
encouraged to bring an instrument or just
come and listen! This event is co-coordinated
by fellow Crooked Road affiliate venue,
Chantilly Farm. In addition to the great
music, Wildwood Farms offers delicious food
that will be available throughout the evening
and one of the area’s largest selections of
retail gifts in a general store environment.
Chantilly Farm will offer one night of free RV
or tent camping for anyone who attends the
Down Home Jam at Wildwood Farms.
WILDWOOD FARMS GENERAL STORE
2380 Floyd Hwy S, Floyd, VA 24091
chantillyfarm@gmail.com
540-353-5898

WED JUNE 12
ROAM Sites on Bikes
SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR OWN BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Quilt Exhibit
DORA TRAIL TRAILHEAD, HISTORIC TRAIN
DEPOT IN PULASKI
20 S. Washington Ave., Pulaski, VA 24301
pulaskionmain@gmail.com
540-440-8773

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Stuart Farmers’ Market

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

3:00 PM - 6:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Homecoming at The Marketplace
4:00 PM - 7:00 PM • FREE
Pulaski’s Marketplace, our downtown farmer’s
market, features local food, crafts, and food
vendors located at our historic train depot.
Musical attraction will highlight a local
bluegrass band.

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia
Woodworking Shop Open House
10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Americana Idol
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM • 30-MINUTE SESSION
IS $25
See listing description under June 7

EAST ZONE

Blacksburg Market Square Jam
8:00 PM - 10: PM • FREE
Catering to traditional old time music, the
Market Square Jam brings regional musicians
together every Wednesday night in the
summer to pick a tune, enjoy fun times with
their friends and family, and take in all that
downtown Blacksburg has to offer.
MARKET SQUARE PARK
102 Draper Road, Blacksburg VA 24060
(Corner of Roanoke Street and Draper Road)
hbrowning@blacksburg.gov
540-443-1090

THURs JUNE 13
ROAM Sites on Bikes
SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR OWN BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Quilt Exhibit
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Woodworking Shop Open House
10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Town-to-town Pedal Down
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM • $30/PER PERSON BIKE
RENTAL
See listing description under June 11

Zone Reference
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east

June 7-15, 2019 • 64

Roanoke.com/CraftBeer

Christiansbu rg, VA

June 7-15, 2019 • 66

EAST ZONE

EAST ZONE

Back to the Garden - Food,
Farming, and Community
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM • FREE
Want to know more about how your food
is produced prior to its delivery to your
favorite grocer? The Tourism offices of Giles,
Pulaksi, and Montgomery Counties along with
Virginia Cooperative Extension invite you
to attend an evening of Blue to New Farm
Tours. These “Back to the Garden” tours, at
working farms, will showcase the local food
system, agrarian traditions, and rural culture
of the New River Valley! These farm tours
are graciously offered at no cost due to the
generous local community sponsors and
partners at the Virginia Tourism Corporation.
Identified Farms in Montgomery, Pulaski, and
Giles Counties.
Various addresses will be provided once all
the farms are confirmed.
info@GotoMontVA.com
540-394-4470

Old Time Mountain Music Jam with
Outdoor BBQ
5:00 PM - 9:00 PM • FREE
At our outdoor BBQ and Old Time Mountain
Music Jam Session, enjoy flat-footin’,
watermelon eatin’ and horseshoe pitchin’
contests, along with horse and carriage rides.
The jam session is open to all musicians with
our regulars. Don’t miss our pulled pork
BBQ, cole slaw, green beans, potatoes, sweet
tea, bread and dessert! Hotel rooms available
for event with reservation.
MACARTHUR INN
117 MacArthur Lane, Narrows, VA 24124
macarthurinn@yahoo.com
540-726-7510

Old Time Jamboree in Pulaski
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM • FREE
Pulaski’s old-time jamboree celebrates
traditional music weekly at the Pulaski Senior
Center. All are welcome at this open jam
session for musicians, singers, and folks who
just want to listen. Snacks, coffee and soft
drinks are available for a donation.
SENIOR CENTER IN PULASKI
106 N. Washington Ave, Pulaski, VA 24301
Pulaskionmain@gmail.com
540-440-8773

EAST ZONE

FRI JUNE 14
Concerts By Canoe
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM • FREE
Participants will enjoy 2 hours of world class
Appalachian music from the comfort of their
own canoe, kayak, stand-up paddleboard,
tube, float or other watercraft. Concerts by
Canoe is sure to draw out your adventurous
spirit. Bring your own boat, and paddle your
way to a floating front row seat near the
floating stage. A limited supply of canoes,
tubes and SUP’s, will be made available for
free by Franklin County Parks and Recreation.
Franklin County Parks and Recreation would
like to thank the Harvester Performance
Center, The Crooked Road, Friends of
Southwest Virginia, and Roanoke Outside for
all their support.

TWIN RIDGE RECREATION AREA
Rt. 624 Twin Ridge Marina Rd.,
Henry, VA 24102
matt.ross@franklincountyva.gov
540-483-9293

ROAM Sites on Bikes
SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR OWN BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
See listing description under June 7

Stuart Farmers’ Market
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

west

central

east

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM • 30-MINUTE SESSION
IS $25
See listing description under June 7

Henry Reed Memorial Fiddlers
Convention
5:00 PM - 11:00 PM • $8 GENERAL
ADMISSION; ADDITIONAL $10 PER PERSON
PER DAY FOR CAMPING
This 17th Annual Music Festival will celebrate
the life and music of local old-time fiddler
Henry Reed, who lived in Glen Lyn, VA. Friday
night will feature old-time and bluegrass
bands, and Saturday will showcase individual
and band competitions. There is plenty of
space to camp (both primitive and a limited
number of sites with electric hookup).
Camping will open on Thursday afternoon.
Food and crafts vendors will be available.

Newport Community Center
434 Blue Grass Trail, Newport, VA 24128
fiddlers@henryreed.org
703-967-0155

Sounds of Summer Concert
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM • FREE
Pulaski’s Sounds of Summer outdoor concert
series is a long-standing partnership between
the Town and the Fine Arts Center for the
New River Valley. This special Mountains of
Music Homecoming offering will highlight a
traditional music performer. Attendees should
bring lawn chairs.

Jackson Park
42 First Street, NW, Pulaski, VA 24301
pulaskionmain@gmail.com
540-440-8773

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

6:30 PM - 10:30 PM • $8 AT THE DOOR, $12
RESERVED SEATING (ADVANCE PURCHASE
ONLY)
See listing description under June 7

Quilt Exhibit
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia
Guitar, Fiddle and Ukulele Making
Demo and Impromptu Jam
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Woodworking Shop Open House
10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7
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Americana Idol

“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”

9:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Zone Reference

EAST ZONE

The Friday Night Jamboree at The
Floyd Country Store

Willis Gap Community Center Open
Jam
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM • DONATIONS
See listing description under June 7

SAT JUNE 15
ROAM Sites on Bikes
SUNRISE TO SUNSET • USE FEE FOR ROAM
BICYCLE- $1/15 MINUTES UP TO $10 FOR 24
HOURS. BRING YOUR OWN BIKE AND RIDE
FOR FREE
See listing description under June 7

EAST ZONE

EAST ZONE

Quilt Exhibit
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

“Crooked Road Royalty: The
Hill Billies, Stonemans, Carter
Family, and Stanley Brothers” and
“Musical Styles Among the Blue
Ridge”
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Guitar, Fiddle and Ukulele Making
Demo and Impromptu Jam
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Traveler’s Trinkets: Souvenirs of
Virginia
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Virginia Covered Bridge Festival
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM • FREE
This outdoor festival promotes historical
covered bridges and encourages tourism for
area. Activities include two sites of traditional
mountain music and eclectic music. There
will be horse and wagon rides, a “duck race”
in the river, craft and food booths, and a
historical display. Held adjacent to Jack
Creek Covered Bridge and on-site of former
Bob White Covered Bridge, lost to flood
waters in 2015.

SITES ADJACENT TO BRIDGE(S)
Jacks Creek Road and Bob White Road,
Route 8, Woolwine, VA 24185
regenahandy@yahoo.com
276-930-2949

Woodworking Shop Open House
10:00AM - 5:00 PM • FREE
See listing description under June 7

Juneteenth Gospel Event At The
Booker T. Washington National
Monument
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM • FREE
The Juneteenth Celebration of Freedom
Gospel Event commemorates the release of
approximately 4 million people of African
descent from the bonds of slavery after the
end of the Civil War. Booker T. Washington
remembered the great day and wrote about
it. There will be re-enactments of the moment
when Booker T. Washington took his first
breath of freedom along with the other
enslaved people on this farm. The event
includes a concert by various gospel groups,
children’s activities, and food vendors.

EAST ZONE

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON NATIONAL
MONUMENT
12130 Booker T. Washington Highway, Hardy,
VA 24101
Timbo_Sims@nps.gov
540-721-2094

Drift and Dine on “The NEW”
1:00 PM - 8:00 PM • $30.00 PER PERSON
Enjoy a relaxing raft float on the New River.
Experience one of the oldest rivers in the
world. See birds and wildlife along with
plants and other natural elements in this rich
biosphere of the New River Valley. At the end
of the trip, dine at a local hotspot for food
and entertainment, The Palisades, located in
the former Pyne’s General Store in Eggleston.
The registration fee for the float is $30 per
participant. This includes all the equipment
you’ll need such as: dry bags PFD’s, Paddles,
and paddling jackets. An experienced
river guide will lead the float and share
interesting tidbits along the way. The cost
of the meal IS NOT included and will be on
your own. Menu can be viewed here: http://
thepalisadesrestaurant.com. Registration
Deadline: JUNE 7. 2019 at 5 p.m.
THE NEW RIVER - MEET AND PARK FOR
SHUTTLE AT MONTGOMERY COUNTY
GOVERNMENT CENTER
755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, VA
24073
mcpr@montgomerycountyva.gov
540-382-6975

Tracing Our Roots: A Tour of
Laurel Branch Road
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM • $20
See listing description under June 8

Truly Local - Grapes and Wines
Estate Grown
2:00 PM - 5:00 PM • TASTING $1.00, GLASS
$5.00, BOTTLES $10-$25.00
Taste 100% locally produced wines, tour a
vineyard, meet our mascot Bubba.
JBR VINEYARDS & WINERY
8205 Little River Dam Rd, Radford Exit 105
from 81 - 1.8 miles down Little River Dam Rd
on right
swvahorsegirl@yahoo.com
540-250-7293

Henry Reed Memorial Fiddlers
Convention

EAST ZONE

June Music Night at the PCMA
4:45 PM • SUGGESTED $5 PER PERSON
DONATION
Bluegrass/gospel concert night. Each
monthly concert starts with an Open
Jam Session followed by at least two
local or regional bluegrass/gospel bands.
Participating performers will be posted on
our Facebook page - www.facebook.com/
PCMAssn in April 2019.

STUART ROTARY BUILDING
420 Woodland Drive, Stuart, VA 24171
kbozenmayer@gmail.com
276-930-4653

Music on the Lawn: Gina and Jason
Dilg
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM • FREE
Join us for our annual Music on the Lawn
concert series. Bring your lawn chairs and
blankets. This free concert is rain or shine.
Gina and Jason Dilg are based in Southwest
Virginia, and play the foot-stomping dance
tunes and old country ballads of the
American string band repertoire. Gina has
been steeped in the traditions of the music
from the southern Appalachians and the Gu
Achi district of the Tohono O’odham nation
since she was a young child. Jason is a
respected interpreter of Appalachian dance
tunes and ballads.

CHRISTIANSBURG LIBRARY
125 Sheltman St, Christiansburg, VA 24073
ssullivan@mfrl.org
540-382-6965

Contemporary Artist Josh Wilson
7:30 PM • $20.00
Dominion Valley Park is located in the
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains in
Stuart, VA with a beautiful view of the
mountains. We have 3 gospel music festivals
each year, Memorial Day Weekend, Labor Day
Weekend, and this year we are hosting for the
first time Contemporary Artist Josh Wilson
during the Homecoming! The concert will be
held outside with two large shelters in case of
rain. There are approximately 230 camp-sites
available. Call for camping reservations at
$20.00 per night which includes electricity
and water.

DOMINION VALLEY PARK
415 Dominion Valley Lane, Stuart, VA 24171
dominionvalleypark@gmail.com
276-694-4245

3:00 PM - 11:00 PM • $8 GENERAL
ADMISSION; ADDITIONAL $10 PER PERSON
PER DAY FOR CAMPING
See listing description under June 14

June 7-15, 2019 • 68
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LOVE IS ONE VOICE
THAT SPEAKS TO US ALL
Discover more at virginia.org/music

Floyd, Virginia
June 7-15, 2019 • 70

Franklin County, Virginia
Cahas Mountain

elevation 3,571 ft

Franklin County is a distinct outdoor destination along the
Blue Ridge Parkway. It is a landscape woven with miles of
roads, trails, and waters perfect for adventures of all kinds.
Bike along nearly 50 miles of scenic byways.
You can paddle on one of five blueways, including Philpott
Lake. Or spend the day boating on one of two lakes, including
Smith Mountain Lake. Finish the day with a craft beverage at
one of our fine wineries, breweries or distilleries.

(540) 483-3030 | VisitFranklinCountyVA.com

